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WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE DRIVER SAFETY POLICY


Policy Statement

Point Park University has established a Wireless Communication Device Driver Safety Policy effective August 1, 2010. The purpose of this policy is to address University employees using wireless communication devices to make or receive telephone calls, read or send emails, and read or send text messages while driving a vehicle on University business.  


Applicability of Policy

This policy applies to all University employees (faculty, staff, full or part time) using a wireless communication device to perform any and all of the functions described above while operating a University-owned or personal vehicle while traveling on University business, regardless of the length or duration of the travel.


Definition  
	
Wireless Communication Device. Wireless communication device include but are not limited to the following:   mobile or cellular telephones, personal digital assistants (PDA) with e‑mail capability, telephone/PDA combinations, text message devices, laptops, I-PADS and any necessary accessories (including batteries, hands-free devices, cases, carrying devices, chargers, and data cabling).

Policy

The use of wireless communication devices is a significant contributor to driver distraction, a chief cause of vehicular crashes that killed nearly 6,000 people and injured a half-million people in 2008.

Therefore, the use of wireless communication devices by Point Park University employees while traveling on University business is strictly prohibited with the limited exception of hands-free devices used to make or receive telephone calls.  Even this practice should be kept to a reasonable minimum to avoid distraction. 

This policy is superseded by any applicable local, state or federal regulation where the regulation is more stringent than this policy.

Phone calls, emails and text messages should be ignored while driving. Instead, exercise good judgment by pulling off the road and parking the vehicle before responding to or sending emails or text messages or making calls on a hand-held device.  


Penalties for Failure to Comply

Note that in January 2010, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives approved a bill making it illegal to text while driving or to talk using a hand-held wireless communication device.  The Governor has indicated he will approve this measure if and when passed by the Senate.

Text messaging is currently banned for all drivers in 24 states and the District of Columbia. The use of hand-held cell phones is currently banned in 7 states. Accordingly, University employees driving on business are urged to familiarize themselves with the laws of applicable states with respect to wireless communication device usage while operating a vehicle.

University employees who violate this policy will receive a written warning. Subsequent violations will result in loss of privileges and possible disciplinary action at the discretion of the University. Additionally, the employee will be responsible for any fines, fees, and defense costs imposed as a result of violating statutes or ordinances in Pennsylvania and other states. 


Review

This policy is under the purview of the Senior Vice President of Finance and Operations and should be reviewed every five years or sooner if necessary by the AVP of Procurement & Business Services and the Operations Director or other functional areas responsible for the wireless communication device program. Any revisions are subject to the final review and approval of the SVP, Finance & Operations.
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