
Name	 Major

Address

City	 State	 Zip Code

Home Phone	 Other Phone	 Emai l

Entry Level :

	 q Freshman

	 q Transfer

	 q PT

	 q Other

I f  you are currently a student at Point Park,  please indicate what year:

	 q Sophomore	 q Junior 	 q Senior

Honors Program Appl icat ion

Mission Statement
The miss ion of  the Honors Program at Point  Park Univers i ty  is  to enhance the academic exper iences 
of  qual i f ied students who desi re a chal lenge, take responsib i l i ty  for  learn ing,  and seek inte l lectual 
and personal  growth.  This especia l ly  mot ivated community of  learners has opportuni t ies beyond the 
c lassroom to develop to the fu l lest  potent ia l  through community/Univers i ty  serv ice pro jects,  col loquia 
and leadership act iv i t ies.  Honors students wi l l  be expected to part ic ipate in Honors Program act iv i t ies 
on and off  campus because the program serves as a cata lyst  for  innovat ive development not only 
wi th in the curr icu lum but a lso with in other Univers i ty  courses and with in the larger community.

How to Apply
Please complete th is appl icat ion and prepare an essay as d i rected on the back of  th is form. Return 
both to:  Helen Fal lon;  Di rector,  Honors Program; Point  Park Univers i ty ;  201 Wood Street ;  P i t tsburgh, 
Pa.,  15222.

Honors Program Complet ion Requirements
To complete the program, a student must mainta in a 3.0 cumulat ive GPA and complete 18 hours of 
honors credi ts mainta in ing a 3.5 cumulat ive GPA or h igher in honors courses.

Honors credits may include:
• Core c lasses,  independent study courses,  upper- leve l  courses or contract  courses
• Senior  honors thes is or  pro ject



About the Honors Program
The Honors Program is unique in that  a student is  not requi red to have a min imum GPA, SAT, 
c lass rank or any other “number” measure to be accepted into the program. We bel ieve the 
students who wi l l  most benef i t  f rom our program are those who seek to learn as deeply and 
fu l ly  as possib le,  and we rea l ize students d iscover the i r  hunger for  knowledge at  d i fferent t imes. 
Whi le we are aware pr ior  academic per formance is  one indicator of  future success,  we a lso 
know i t  is  not the only  ind icator and that  desi re to succeed is important.  Thus,  any student 
who wishes to part ic ipate in the Honors Program is inv i ted to do so.  In order to complete the 
program, however,  the student wi l l  be expected to demonstrate commitment and learn ing by 
mainta in ing an appropr iate GPA (current ly  3.0 overa l l  and 3.5 in honors c lasses) .

We ask that  each appl icant wr i te an essay in response to one of  the quotes below. This essay 
is  an indicat ion the appl icant is  wi l l ing to make the commitment to the program, and prov ides 
the program director and facul ty members of  the Honors Advisory Counci l  an introduct ion to 
the student.

Essay
Choose one of the fol lowing quotes and write a 300-500 word essay. Please enclose the 
essay with your appl icat ion.

No. 1
“When noth ing seems to help,  I  go and look at  a stone-cutter  hammer ing away at  h is rock 
perhaps a hundred t imes without as much as a crack showing in i t .  Yet at  the hundred and 
f i rst  b low i t  would spl i t  in  two, and I  know i t  was not that  b low that d id i t ,  but a l l  that  had gone 
before together.”  – Jacob A. Ri is ,  journal ist

No. 2
“We shal l  never achieve harmony with land, any more than we shal l  achieve absolute just ice 
or  l iberty for  people.  In these h igher aspi rat ions,  the important th ing is  not to achieve but to 
str ive.”  − Aldo Leopold,  conservat ion ist

No. 3
“A man who becomes conscious of  the responsib i l i ty  he bears toward a human being who 
affect ionate ly wai ts for  h im, or  to an unf in ished work,  wi l l  never be able to throw away h is 
l i fe .  He knows the “why” for  h is ex istence, and wi l l  be able to bear a lmost any “how.” − V iktor 
Frankl ,  “Man’s Search for  Meaning”

No. 4
“Pat ience is  a key e lement of  success.”  − Bi l l  Gates,  ret i red entrepreneur

No. 5
“Were i t  le f t  to me to decide whether we should have a government wi thout newspapers or 
newspapers wi thout government,  I  would not hes i tate to prefer  the lat ter.”  − Thomas Jefferson, 
Pres ident of  the Uni ted States

No. 6
“Where just ice is  denied, where poverty is  enforced, where ignorance prevai ls ,  and where any 
one c lass is  made to fee l  that  society is  an organized conspiracy to oppress,  rob and degrade 
them, nei ther persons nor property wi l l  be safe.”  − Freder ick Douglass,  orator

Questions? Contact Mrs. Fal lon at hfal lon@pointpark.edu or 412-392-3982.


