Point Park University Core Curriculum Assessment Process 
The October 2008 Point Park University Core Curriculum document includes four (4) intended outcomes of the core and methods of assessing them:
1. Develop written and oral communication skills
· This will be proven by video tapes of oral presentations and portfolios of papers written and submitted in classes, showing the range of work exhibited in the course (good, average, and poor). 
2. A demonstrated knowledge of how the academic disciplines interrelate
· Each course will appropriately validate this outcome by oral and/or written assignments which invite the students to draw connections among the disciplines. 
3. A demonstrated ability to think independently and solve problems
· The pedagogical methods will continuously drive the students toward greater ability to think independently and problem solve. Both qualitative and quantitative aspects of both goals are embraced by the core.
4. A demonstrated ability to find, evaluate, and use information effectively from a variety of formats, both traditional, and technological.
· Each course will include assessment(s) that illustrate students’ ability to utilize effective research strategies and appropriately evaluate sources. 

Assessment of the core curriculum will occur on an annual basis.  Faculty (full-time and adjunct) will assess one core curriculum outcome each year. The assessment will be facilitated by the Assistant Provost for Student Learning Assessment. The Assistant Provost will have a training session for faculty that will include a calibration exercise, prior to the actual assessment. 
 The assessment of the selected core outcome will include at least one direct measure and one indirect measure. It is important to note that the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), an indirect assessment method, will be conducted every other year, (2007, 2009, 2011, etc.) and can be used to measure student perceptions regarding learning in the core. NSSE results will be correlated to core outcomes, according to NSSE Middle States Accredited Tool Kit for General Education.  NSSE results linked to the core will be shared with the Provost’s Office, Deans of Schools, the Core Curriculum Subcommittee, Student Learning Assessment Committee,  and others as appropriate. 



Schedule for Assessment of Core Outcomes
2007-2008 Written Communication (completed)
2008-2009 Information Literacy (completed)
2009-2010 Information Literacy
2010-2011 Oral Communication
2011-2012 Problem Solving/Independent thinking
2012-2013 Interrelationship of Academic Disciplines

The cycle would then begin again with Written Communication; however, Information Literacy will not be repeated for two years. 
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