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Dear alumni and friends,

After a long and difficult winter, we 

all share enthusiasm at the arrival 

of spring this year. As I look out my 

window at Point Park’s Downtown 

backyard, I’m very happy that February’s 

“Snowmageddon” is finally history, and 

that signs of growth and renewal are 

everywhere.

One of the signs of our own campus 

renewal is construction on the Wood 

Street Corridor. In the months ahead, 

new trees, lighting, signage and much 

more will bloom along the University’s 

main street. We’re planning a 

groundbreaking event in September to 

celebrate this project and our planned 

corner park. Stay tuned for more details. 

It’s all part of the rebirth of our Downtown 

neighborhood, which also recently 

welcomed the opening of the Mon Wharf 

River Trail next door to campus, and 

will soon celebrate the completion of a 

European-style plaza in Market Square.

Another rite of spring is commencement, 

in which we join our graduates in 

celebrating their transition to professional 

life. This year, as Point Park marks 

its 50th anniversary, we’ve invited 50 

dedicated alumni to participate in the 

commencement ceremony – one to 

represent each year of our history. We’re 

also planning an Alumni Weekend on 

September 24-26 to commemorate 

our anniversary with reunions, learning 

opportunities and more. As I look back 

with pride and fond memories of the 

faculty, staff, students and alumni 

who have shaped my own Point Park 

experiences, I’m looking forward to this 

celebration of our common history.

Finally, you’ll notice that another area 

that has experienced some renewal is 

the design of The Point. This fresh look 

can also be found in our comprehensive 

marketing communications efforts, 

including our admissions materials, social 

media ventures, and a streamlined Web 

site. We call it “A Metamorphosis of U,” 

and it’s all about celebrating the power  

of change.

We’ll continue to keep you in touch with 

the changes. Thanks for keeping in 

touch.

Warm regards,

Dr. Paul Hennigan
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Dear Editor,

Today in the mail I received the Winter 2009 
issue of the Point.  I’m an M.B.A graduate of 
Point Park and I was reading the magazine 
like I always do. When I looked at the headline 
of the alumni profile of Douglas M. Anderson, 
I realized I knew this person very well, but had 
not been in touch with him for more than 20 
years. Doug Anderson is my former boss, the 
person that gave me my start in my career 
in our [shared] hometown of Jamestown, 
N.Y.  I give him a lot of credit, and over the 
past 23 years I have thought of him often. 
I left Jamestown to work for the Municipal 
Authority of Westmoreland County, where I 
have worked for the past 23 years. I’m doing 
very well. After reading the Point article about 
what Doug has done over the past 20 years, 
I’m very proud of him. As a fellow graduate 

of the University, my Point Park education 
has helped me be a good public servant too. 
I wish Doug well and extend my thanks and 
appreciation to him for the opportunity to work 
together for four years. I remember those 
years very well.

Paul G. Kosko, M.B.A. (BUS 1999)
Superintendent of Programming and  

Accounting, Municipal Authority  
of Westmoreland County 

Heard on Facebook

“Proud to be a former Point Park employee, 
graduate, member of the alumni committee, 
and a trustee. Point Park is really making a 
name for itself!” 

–November 24 at 6:59p.m.
Juanita Balliard Carter (A&S 1979) 

“Great question on our wall: What are the 5 
best qualities of Point Park University?”

–November 18, 2009, at 6:46a.m.

Point Park University via @irishgirl1984 on 
Twitter: @PointParkU Great teachers, great 
friends, nice places to sit and study, great 
computer labs, discounted theater tickets...
this list goes on.

Point Park University via @jmladow on 
Twitter: @PointParkU best qualities? small 
classes, experienced professors, location, 
internship opportunities and networking  
possibilities.”

(Search for “Point Park University” and  
“Point Park University Alumni” on Facebook!)
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FEEDBACK

Day of Dreams Celebration

Point Park students of various races, ethnicities and 

backgrounds filled the Lawrence Hall lobby on Jan. 

18 to celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. The Day of Dreams celebration, spon-

sored by Point Park’s Black Student Union, Honors 

Student Organization and the Office of the Provost, 

offered a full day of events, including speeches, 

networking, food and reflection. Among the speakers 

was Sala Udin, president and CEO of the Coro Cen-

ter for Civic Leadership, who described his involve-

ment in the civil rights movement during the 1960s. 

He challenged students to reflect on their own 

dreams and leadership qualities. “What’s the next 

great American revolution? Am I looking at someone 

in this room who will lead it? Martin Luther King was 

once sitting at a university, and no one knew that they 

were sitting next to a future leader. Is the next leader 

in this room?” Udin asked. As part of the Day of  

Dreams celebration, students were invited to post 

their own dreams on a “Dream Wall” on display in the 

Lawrence Hall lobby. Everyone was also invited to 

take part in a “Poverty Luncheon” of unsweetened 

iced tea, soup, and peanut butter and jelly sand-

wiches. Other speakers during the Day of Dreams 

celebration were Richard Adams, special assistant 

to the president for diversity and equity at the Com-

munity College of Allegheny County; state Rep. Jake 

Wheatley, D-Hill District; and Marsha Ellis Jones, 

senior vice president and chief diversity officer for 

PNC Financial Services. Donations benefited NEED, 

a Pittsburgh-based organization that provides scholar-

ships to help further minority education.
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Professional Advancement
Tatyana Dumova, Ph.D., associate profes-
sor of digital media in the School of Com-
munication, has been appointed editor of a 
new interdisciplinary scholarly journal, the 
International Journal of Interactive Commu-
nication Systems and Technologies (IJICST). 
This peer-reviewed journal focuses on a broad 
spectrum of existing and emerging Internet-
based technologies, their applications, func-
tions and services. The journal is an official 
publication of the Information Resources 
Management Association and is housed by 
IGI Global. IJICST seeks to explore multidi-
mensional relationships between technology 
and contemporary society with the purpose 
of broadening the interdisciplinary body of 
knowledge pertaining to various aspects of 
interactive communication systems, platforms, 
components, devices, interfaces, tools, and 
techniques. Dumova’s research concentrates 
on the social implications of information and 
communication technologies and the role of 
technology in teaching and learning. She re-
cently lead-edited the two-volume Handbook 
of Research on Social Interaction Technolo-
gies and Collaboration Software: Concepts 
and Trends.

Archish Maharaja, Ph.D., and Mohammed 
Sidky, Ph.D., presented papers at the annual 
conference of the Northeastern Association 
of Business, Economics and Technology 
(NABET) in State College, Pa., last October. 
Maharaja presented a paper on the Use of the 
Electronic Health Record in Private Medi-
cal Practices. Sidky presented a paper titled 
When the Center Fails: Perspectives on The 
End of Globalization as We Know It. Mahara-
ja, whose research activities are concentrated 
in health care administration and management 
and information technology (as it applies to 
health care), also made a presentation at the 
World Health Information Technology Confer-
ence in Arlington, Va. last November. The 
conference featured speeches by former U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and former Speaker of 
the House Newt Gingrich, as well as leaders 
in the health care industry.

Tim Hudson, Ph.D., dean of the School of 
Communication, addressed the Joint Regional 
Conference of the Broadcast Education Asso-
ciation in Cincinnati on Oct. 17. In his presen-
tation Not Necessarily the News, Hudson dis-

cussed ways to instill and preserve traditional 
principles such as accuracy, investigation and 
objectivity in multimedia journalism classes, 
especially in context of the current online and 
cable news atmosphere. Other conference 
speakers addressed various changes in the 
media industries, often focusing on the uncer-
tainties surrounding future business models. 
According to Hudson, newspaper, television, 
advertising and Web media executives spoke 
of “optimism, apprehension, excitement, 
dread, hyper-localism and confusion.” Despite 
industry perplexity, Hudson was encouraged 
to note that, based on the various assess-
ments and predictions, Point Park’s School 
of Communication seems to be moving in the 
right direction, updating its highly regarded 
programs in Journalism, Broadcasting, Public 
Relations and Advertising with more oppor-
tunities to learn digital media production and 
interactive media techniques. “Our new major 
in Digital Media is a future-oriented degree 
program that also helps us infuse Point Park’s 
traditional majors with innovative classes and 
ideas,” said Hudson.

Dane S. Claussen, Ph.D., professor and 
director of graduate programs and faculty 
development in the School of Communica-
tion, has been named a visiting professor at IE 
University in Spain, where he presented three 
lectures last November. At the IE Business 
School campus in Madrid, he presented How 
the United States Leads Corporate Com-
munications Education Worldwide, and Why 
That’s Still Not Good Enough to DirCom, 
Spain’s largest association of corporate 
communications and other public relations 
professionals. He also presented a lecture on 
Mass Media: The ‘Other’ Most Mismanaged 
U.S. Industry (Besides Airlines & Autos) to 
the faculties of the IE School of Communica-
tion and IE Business School. He presented 
a third lecture, Storm und Drang: Myths and 
Realities of Today’s U.S. News Media, to 
undergraduate communication and business 
students at IE University’s main campus in 
Segovia. While in Spain, Claussen consulted 
with the IE School of Communication dean 
and faculty about the school’s curriculum; 
possible academic accreditations, student 
recruitment strategies, and potential faculty 
and/or student exchange programs between 
Point Park and IE University. A Fulbright 
Specialist, Claussen is editor of Journalism & 

Mass Communication Educator, the interna-
tional, refereed, quarterly journal published by 
the Association for Education in Journalism & 
Mass Communication. 

Andrew Conte, a reporter for the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review and founding director of the 
Point Park News Service, received the top in-
vestigative reporting award from the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ), 
with fellow Trib reporter Luis Fabregas, for 
a series of articles based on a four-month 
investigation examining liver transplant pro-
grams nationwide. The series “Transplanting 
Too Soon” detailed how hundreds of patients 
underwent transplants when they didn’t need 
them. Published in March 2008, the three 
articles detailed the lack of federal regulation 
of the quality of livers used for transplants and 
the substantial fees hospitals collect when the 
procedures are performed in their facilities. 
According to the Tribune Review, the series 
prompted calls for a change in the allocation 
rules for transplants. “Wonderful works, such 
as yours, not only make us proud, but also do 
much to help fulfill our mission,” the NAHJ 
said in announcing the award. 

Steven M. Hallock, Ph.D., assistant profes-
sor of journalism at Point Park, is the author 
of the recently published Reporters Who 
Made History: Great American Journal-
ists on the Issues and Crises of the Late 
20th Century. The book looks at a series of 
extraordinary chapters in the American story 
through the eyes of 10 giants of journalism: 
Helen Thomas, Anthony Lewis, Morley Safer, 
Earl Caldwell, Ben Bradlee, Georgie Anne 
Geyer, Ellen Goodman, Juan Williams, David 
Broder, and Judy Woodruff. Taking each of 
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these journalists 
in turn, Hallock 
focuses on his 
or her work in 
the course of a 
single decade, 
drawing on the 
author’s inter-
views with the 
journalist, archival 
research, mem-
oirs and critical 
studies. These 
exemplars of the 

best postwar American news reporting never 
took the easy path of simply restating policies 
and uncritically regurgitating press releases, 
according to Hallock. Instead, their skepti-
cal, independent and searching methods of 
investigative and analytical journalism actually 
influenced the course of the very events they 
covered and significantly shaped our under-
standing of our national past. Published last 
November by Praeger Publishing, the book 
offers a comprehensive index – helpful for 

pinpointing specific issues, events, and stories 
from the era. For more information, visit www.
greenwood.com/catalog/A2197C.aspx

Karen Hall has been appointed director of 
e-Learning in the Office of the Provost.  
“Karen will lead the University’s e-Learning 
and distance education programs and cours-
es, working closely with the faculty, staff and 
administrators to cultivate the development 
and application of e-Learning experiences,” 
said Karen McIntyre, Ph.D., vice provost and 
dean of faculty. “In collaboration with a faculty 
committee, she will provide training opportu-
nities to faculty and ensure that Point Park 
meets the assessment standards required for 
Middles States Accreditation. This is a collab-
orative position with the Information Technol-
ogy Services team to determine resource 
needs and best apply these resources.”

Scott Wise, instructor in the Conservatory 
of Performing Arts, directed Jane Eyre at 
Pittsburgh Irish and Classical Theatre (PICT) 
last December. Wise, who also founded and 

served as artistic director of the Pittsburgh 
International Folk Theatre, previously directed 
Pride and Prejudice and James Joyce’s The 
Dead at PICT.

Heather Starr Fiedler, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of digital media and founder and 
general manager of PittsburghMom.com, 
raised more than $600 worth of diapers and 
wipes for low income mothers through her 
first Pittsburgh Diaper Drive. Fiedler said she 
initiated the charitable drive based on an idea 
from Professor Helen Fallon, who had read 
about a similar project in New Hampshire.  
“I owe Helen the credit for inspiring me to do 
it,” said Fiedler. “It was a great feeling drop-
ping off a whole SUV full of diapers to the 
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.”  
 
Marcia M. Sturdivant, Ph.D., assistant 
professor in the Humanities and Human 
Sciences Department, was honored with the 
award for Civic Leadership at the Ronald H. 
Brown 2009 Leadership Awards Gala held 
by the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh. 
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•	 Every gift, no matter the size, makes a difference 
	 in the lives of our students.

•	 Strong alumni participation helps increase 
	 Point Park’s ranking for alumni support.

•	 With the increasing changes in federal funding, 
	 a weakening economy and family struggles, students  
	 face more challenges than ever before. Your support,  
	 now more than ever, helps to keep their dream of a  
	 college education alive despite the times.

To donate online or for more information, visit  
www.pointpark.edu/annualfund or call 412-392-3999.

With support from the Fund for Student Success  
at Point Park University,  
                                  
                                      is left behind... 

Hallock’s book



Sturdivant was acknowledged for her more 
than 15 years of service with the Office of 
Children, Youth and Families and for her 
work with African American children. “[Social 
services] is difficult work but it is so rewarding 
when you help someone,” Sturdivant said. “As 
an African American you have a responsibil-
ity to help your own community.” President 
of the Black Child Development Institute – 
Pittsburgh Affiliate, Sturdivant is an expert in 
program administration, policy development 
and evaluation and cultural competency. She 
lectures extensively on both the local and na-
tional level on child maltreatment, racism and 
its effect on child development, family group 
decision making, spirituality and culturally-
based intervention strategies.

Bill Moushey, assistant professor in the 
School of Communication and director of 
the Innocence Institute, has been named 
to the advisory council of the Pennsylvania 
Prison Society, the oldest such institution in 
the United States, founded by Ben Franklin 
and others more than 200 years ago. The 
advisory council is composed of a “small 
group of prominent individuals” who will work 
to “monitor the $60 billion a year criminal 
justice system.” The council also will help the 
Philadelphia-based Prison Society in its effort 
toward “expanding our visibility and influence 
in the public policy arena.”

Portia K. Weston, Ph.D., professor in the 
Department of Humanities and Human Sci-
ences, was named a board member of Focus 
on Renewal, a social services agency serving 
the people of McKees Rocks and Stowe 
Township.

Soul Food Social and Jazz Classic 
The Black Student Union presented The Soul 
Food Social: Jazz Classic on Dec. 2 in the 
Point Park University ballroom. The program 
featured keynote speaker Candi Castleberry-
Singleton, chief diversity officer of UPMC, 
who discussed the importance of diversity 
and inclusion. In addition, Patte Terrell, an 
outstanding jazz vocalist from the Pittsburgh 
area, performed a jazz concert with her band. 
According to Black Student Union President 
Kevin Carter, the organization “serves as a 
representative body to foster the needs and 
concerns of minority students at Point Park. 
This year we are geared toward maximiz-
ing the diversity and inclusion efforts of the 
University. We plan to provide mind-stimu-
lating events, lectures and programs that will 
enhance the cultural awareness on campus 
and in students.”

Snowflake Ball Serves Worthy Cause
Point Park students got a chance to have 

a formal evening out, enjoy a holiday river 
cruise – and raise money to help children who 
have brain tumors. This year’s Snowflake 
Charity Ball, held Dec. 3 aboard a Gateway 
Clipper riverboat, raised more than $1,300 for 
Team Brother Bear, an organization founded 
by Point Park student Addison Brasil. The 
nonprofit group strives to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of children who have been 
diagnosed with the illness. For Point Park 
students and their dates, the evening included 
dinner, dancing to the DJ’s lively sets, and a 
silent auction of items including gift cards to 
Downtown establishments. The Snowflake 
Charity Ball was sponsored by the Campus 
Activities Board.

Specter, Donovan Visit Point Park
Point Park welcomed U.S. Sen. Arlen Spec-
ter and U.S. Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Secretary Shaun Donovan to campus 

Nov. 24 for a discussion session with more 
than two dozen community leaders from 
across Western Pennsylvania. The University 
was pleased to host the meeting, which gave 
Specter and Donovan an opportunity to talk 
about issues of local interest and hear the 
views of Western Pennsylvania leaders. Point 
Park President Paul Hennigan gave opening 
remarks, welcoming the group to campus. 
Point Park is a leader in urban development 
efforts for Downtown Pittsburgh as the Uni-
versity implements its Academic Village Initia-
tive, a $244 million campus and public space 
enhancement plan. Academic Village projects 
are already transforming the University and 
having a major impact on Downtown Pitts-
burgh, with additional elements of the plan 
slated to take shape during 2010 and beyond.

University Receives Trane Energy  
Efficiency Award
Officials from Point Park, Trane Inc. and the 
Green Building Alliance gathered Nov. 19 to 
acknowledge the University’s achievements 
in energy efficiency through the renovation 
of the Lawrence Hall Dance Complex, which 
earned the Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design (LEED) GOLD certification. 
Tim White, Trane general sales manager, 
presented the Trane Energy Efficiency Leader 
in Education Award in recognition of the 
University’s commitment to energy efficiency 
and sustainability in selecting high perfor-
mance infrastructure systems for the building. 
Bridget Mancosh, senior vice president of 
finance and administration at Point Park, was 
on hand to accept the award. “The Dance 
Complex was the first key to our Academic 
Village Initiative, a project which will trans-
form the University and have a major impact 
on Downtown Pittsburgh,” said Mancosh. “It 
represents our commitment to environmental 
stewardship, and it represents a culture of 
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Bill Moushey

Arlen Specter

Bridget Mancosh accepts Trane Energy 
Efficiency Award.
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learning for the University community with 
respect to environmental responsibility.” The 
Academic Village Initiative is comprised of two 
key elements – the Student and Convocation 
Center/Wood Street Corridor and Point Park 
University’s Pittsburgh Playhouse – that will 
provide students with academic support areas, 
green space, recreational areas, residential 
options, riverfront access and state-of-the-art 
theater facilities. Point Park is one of just two 
universities in the nation to receive the Trane 
Energy Efficiency Leader in Education Award.

Student Wins Renaissance  
Scholarship
Miles Ritenour, an advertising and public 
relations major who graduates in 2010, has 
been named Renaissance Scholar of the Year 
by the Pittsburgh chapter of Public Relations 
Society of America. He was presented with 
a cash scholarship at the PRSA Renaissance 
Awards banquet Jan. 21 at the University of 
Pittsburgh University Club. Ritenour bested 
nominees from about 20 area colleges and 
universities to receive the competitive scholar-
ship. The judges noted his dean’s list/Alpha 
Chi grades, leadership in Point Park AdFed 
and PRSSA, editor posts in student media, 
and community service with such organiza-
tions as the American Diabetes Association, 
Red Cross, Downtown Partnership, South  
Side Local Development Corporation and City 
of Pittsburgh Ethics Hearing Board. Accord-
ing to Robert O’Gara, professor and acting 
chair of media studies, “Miles Ritenour is a 
superb example of Point Park’s commitment 
to student success and service to our com-
munities and professions. It’s a Renaissance 
Scholarship for a Renaissance student!” Rit-
enour was also recently named a virtual intern 
at WordWrite Communications.

Volley for Vision
The Point Park volleyball team raised nearly 
$5,000 in its second annual Volley for Vision 
event Oct. 31 during an American Mideast 
Conference match versus Houghton at 
Greentree SportsPlex. All proceeds benefited 
the Association for Retinopathy of Prematu-
rity and other Related Diseases (ROPARD), 
an organization dedicated to eliminating 
the problems of low vision and blindness in 
children related to premature birth and retinal 
disease. The inspiration for Volley for Vision 
is Point Park Coach Mike Bruno’s three-year 
old daughter, Cassie, who was born 15 weeks 
premature in November 2005. Cassie sur-
vived a courageous, 114-day fight in Magee 
Women’s Hospital and Children’s Hospital, 
and her courage has been an inspiration to 
the Pioneers’ volleyball team. As a result 
of Cassie’s premature birth, she suffered 
retinopathy of prematurity and is legally blind. 
Cassie Bruno is a student at the Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Blind, and she 
joined several of her classmates at Volley for 
Vision.

Starmakers on Stage April 17  
at Convention Center 
Don’t miss Starmakers 2010, Point Park’s 
annual gala fundraiser for the Conserva-
tory of Performing Arts. Ron and Pat Violi 
are honorary chairs of the April 17 event at 
the David L. Lawrence Convention Center 
Spirit of Pittsburgh Ballroom. The University 
will present the prestigious Performing Arts 
Partnership and Achievement award to Violet 
Gallo. Proceeds benefit COPA and scholar-
ship programs. For information and tickets, 
visit www.pointpark.edu/ces or call 412-392-
4200. 

Business Plan Contest Gives  
Students Real-World Challenge
Students taking Point Park’s Introduction to 
Business course fall term got a taste of real-
world competition in what is shaping up as an 
annual highlight in the School of Business. 
They also learned the power of french fries 
in a tough marketplace of ideas. More than a 
dozen teams from two sections of BMGT 101 
participated in this year’s Business Plan Com-
petition, and seven teams advanced to the fi-
nal round of judging. Ideas ranged from a dis-
count book of budget-friendly activities around 
Pittsburgh to a Downtown commuter lounge 
with basic accommodations. But in the end, 
the winning concept was built upon the love of 
nearly every college student’s life – affordable 
fast food. “This project was very interesting 
because we had to come up with something 
that’s never been done before,” said Allen 
Fullum, a sophomore accounting major and 
member of the winning team, Poppin’ Fries. 
“We asked ourselves what is it that Pittsburgh 
doesn’t have? And then we realized there are 
no vending stands.” The winning team, which 
consisted of Fullum and classmates Ahmad 
Alsadi, Alesia Wachinski and Erin Caffee, 
felt a french fry vending stand concept had 
good potential. From their perspective, college 
environments provide a steady demand for 
fast, cheap food, and the market for street 
vending is virtually untapped in Pittsburgh. For 
the contest, they needed more than just a gut 
feeling about their idea. They needed market 
data. “We worked so hard,” said Wachinski, a 
junior majoring in business management. “The 
group met every week. We used the Internet 
for initial research, and we did our own market 
research and analysis. We had to apply the 
things we were learning in class to a real-life 
situation.” After weeks of work refining ideas, 
gathering data and polishing their concepts, 
the 14 teams presented their plans in class, 
with Associate Professor Elaine Luther chal-
lenging the relevance and viability of each 
proposal. From there, seven teams advanced 
to the final competition in the George Rowland 
White Theater, facing five judges and about 
40 observers. “I think we felt comfortable 
with our material,” said Caffee, a sophomore 
majoring in sport, arts and entertainment 
management. “Dr. Luther had already made 
us think about the plan, so we were able to 
anticipate questions that would come from the 
judges.” The Poppin’ Fries group was excited 
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that the judges saw value in such a simple 
idea – and that they each received a $100 
bookstore gift card for winning the competi-
tion. To view the winning presentation, visit 
www.pointpark.edu/Academics/Schools/
Business/Features/BusinessPlanContest.

Innocence Institute Presents Art 
Exhibit in Lawrence Hall Gallery
The Innocence Institute of Point Park Univer-
sity presents the work of renowned Pittsburgh 
artist Daniel Bolick in his exhibit, Resurrected 
After Exoneration, which opened March 2 in 
the Lawrence Hall Gallery and remains on 
public display until April 2. Resurrected After 
Exoneration is a series of dramatic portraits 
depicting men who have been exonerated for 
crimes they did not commit. Some of the men 
were released from prison as a result of the 
help of organizations such as the Innocence 
Institute, which investigates claims of wrongful 
convictions. “All of their stories are unbe-
lievable,” explains Bolick, who interviewed 
these men while preparing the project. “You 
could not write fiction as astounding as what 
these men’s realities are. I’m trying to bring 
out more of a gut feeling as to what these 
men experienced. I attempt to paint emo-
tions: anger, bitterness, hope, acceptance 
and salvation.” The paintings are also part of 
the Innocence Institute’s inaugural Justice 
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Consider naming Point Park as a beneficiary in your will. You can leave a specific 
amount to the University or a percentage of your estate. 

For a confidential consultation, contact Barb Cinpinski at 412-392-4215 or email bcinpinski@pointpark.edu

www.pointpark.edu

Planned giving 

means the economy 

does not control your 

charitable wishes.

Members of the Poppin’ Fries team took first 
place in the Business Plan Competition. From left: 
Allen Fullum, Alesia Wachinski, Erin Caffee and 
Ahmad Alsadi, with Associate Professor Elaine 
Luther.  

Through Journalism gala March 24, featuring 
noted author John Grisham. Proceeds from 
the gala benefit the Innocence Institute of 
Point Park University.

Writers Series Presents  
Brigid Pasulka
The Point Park Writers Series presented a 
lecture and master class by author Brigid 
Pasulka on campus Feb. 15-16. The de-
scendant of Polish immigrants, Pasulka  
arrived in Krakow in the summer of 1994 
with no contacts, no knowledge of the 
language, and only a vague idea of Pol-
ish culture. She quickly fell in love with the 
place, learned Polish, and decided to live 
there for one year. An award-winning short 
story writer, A Long, Long Time Ago and 
Essentially True is her first novel. Pasulka is 
a graduate of the Program for Writers at the 
University of Illinois and teaches English at a 
magnet high school in Chicago.



The Wood Street Corridor, Point Park 

University’s main street, is set to bloom with 

new trees, lighting, signage, paving and 

much more.

An 18-month construction project to revitalize 

the streetscape along Wood Street will get 

under way this summer and is expected to be 

complete by the end of 2011.

The University was awarded a $3.95 million 

grant from its Pennsylvania Community 

Transportation Initiative for the upgrades 

and enhancements. The grant was the 

largest of 50 awarded throughout the state 

and will fund such improvements as new 

trees, milling and resurfacing of the street, 

installation of accessible sidewalks and 

curbs, the addition of distinctive pedestrian-

scaled street lighting and new and efficient 

signaling systems at the intersections with 

the Boulevard of the Allies and Third Avenue.

With the help of a grant from the Heinz 

Endowments, the University engaged 

GAI Consultants Inc., a Pittsburgh-based 

engineering firm, to design the streetscape 

improvements, which will extend from Fort 

Pitt Boulevard to Third Avenue.

According to Elmer Burger, University 

architect, the streetscape will complement 

design plans for the urban park that will be 

built at the corner of Wood Street and the 

Boulevard of the Allies. Architects for the 

park are Tasso Katselas Associates (TKA) 

Inc. and Klavon Design, both Pittsburgh-

based architectural firms.

A New Look for Point 
Park’s Main Street
by Cheryl Valyo

View of Wood Street from Fort Pitt Boulevard. Rendering by WTW Architects
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Frontier Elms will line Pioneers’ campus

One of the most literal signs of growth along 

Wood Street will be the addition of many new 

Frontier Elm trees, a variety that thrives in urban 

environments while providing lovely bark and 

foliage, says Burger.

“We worked with Pittsburgh’s arborists and the 

city tree program to select the Frontier Elm 

for Wood Street,” says Burger. “It was chosen 

because it is an urban hearty tree that will also 

provide a distinctive look for the University 

neighborhood. These trees will be deep green in 

the summer and bright red in the fall, which will 

look beautiful lining the street.”

Wherever the infrastructure permits, the 

University is using an environmentally-friendly, 

Silva Cell system to plant the trees, says Burger. 

Silva Cells are plastic crates that create an 

underground frame for the roots of urban trees. 

The planting system bears traffic loads, catches 

additional rainwater, and offers more rootable 

space that allows urban trees to grow into large 

and beautiful specimens.

Improved lighting, street surfaces and safety

The planned lighting includes two different 

types. Intersections with traffic signals will have 

a tall post-and-square fixture, “because those 

posts hold the arms that hold the signals,” says 

Burger. The signaling at the intersections will 

include timed boxes and sound devices for 

increased safety. 

Dark green or black post lights, featuring acorn-

shaped lamps, will line the other parts of the 

street and are similar to those found in nearby 

Market Square, says Burger. “We’ll also be 

using energy-saving LED fixtures.”

The sidewalks will feature exposed aggregate 

concrete in warm brown. Granite curbs at the 

street corners will provide improved accessibility 

and will be engraved with both street names and 

Point Park University. Crosswalks will feature 

stained concrete that has been scored in a 

decorative pattern. The new tactile surfaces 

along the sidewalks and street will also boost 

safety for pedestrians, says Burger.

Finally, the construction will enable the extension 

of fiberoptics for Point Park’s offices and 

classrooms under the Boulevard of the Allies, to 

replace the wireless system currently in place. 

The upgrades to the Wood Street Corridor will 

not only provide a pleasant environment, says 

Burger, “but it will be one of the first visual cues 

that visitors are in the University’s neighborhood 

– someplace special.”

Point Park University
Wood Street Corridor Upgrades and Enhancements
September 3, 2009

Preliminary Streetscape Plan
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Architectural plans for Wood Street Corridor project.



When Rob Ashford (COPA 1983) delivers 
the commencement address to Point 
Park University’s Class of 2010 on May 
1 at Mellon Arena, he will emphasize the 
importance of “the journey.” 

“We’re all very goal-oriented, and that’s 
great,” says Ashford, who is director and 
choreographer of the Broadway revival of 
Promises, Promises. “But you have to take 
everything in along the way. One of my main 
messages to graduates will be to take time to 
focus on the journey itself, which can be as 
rewarding as achieving your goals.”

Ashford’s own journey has taken him from 
the small town of Beckley, W.Va., to the 
dance studios of Point Park, and eventually 
to the stages of London, Broadway and 
beyond. Along the way he has earned a Tony 
Award, a Creative Arts Emmy Award, and 
numerous other honors and nominations for 
his work.

Ashford, who will receive an honorary doctor 
of humane letters degree, was “pleased 
and honored” to receive President Paul 
Hennigan’s invitation. His parents, Larry and 
Kathy Davis, will attend the commencement 
ceremony. “It will be a thrill to have my 
parents there. They have been so supportive 
in everything I have wanted to do,” he says. 

Ashford originally enrolled in Washington 
and Lee University with plans to become 
a lawyer, but “the theater bug” intervened. 
While performing in summer stock during a 
college break, he was asked to step in for a 
dancer who hadn’t shown up for rehearsal. 
“It came very naturally to me. I just loved 
dance,” says Ashford, whose innate ability 
impressed the company’s dance captain, 
Point Park alumna Toneta Akers. She invited 
Conservatory of Performing Arts (COPA) 
professor and former director of dance 
Ron Tassone to attend a performance, and 
Tassone in turn invited Ashford to study at 
Point Park.

“At Point Park, I got a lot of encouragement 
and pushing, and I really appreciated that,” 
says Ashford. “It was truly a professional 
atmosphere. I learned early on that to get 
ahead in this profession you have to work 
hard – and get lucky.” 

After graduation, he eventually moved 
to New York City and soon made his 
Broadway debut in the Lincoln Center revival 
of Anything Goes with Patti LuPone. 
Performances in Crazy for You, My Favorite 
Year, The Most Happy Fella, Victor/Victoria 
and Parade followed.

Ashford’s first opportunity to choreograph 
was Kiss of the Spider Woman in Buenos 
Aires. After that, he and good friend 
Kathleen Marshall collaborated on the 
choreography for the 1999 revival of Kiss 
Me, Kate. Ashford went on to become 
choreographer for Thoroughly Modern 
Millie, for which he won a 2002 Tony Award. 
He was also nominated for The Wedding 
Singer. In 2007 Ashford choreographed 
Curtains on Broadway and earned another 
Tony nomination. 

In London, Ashford has choreographed A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum for the Royal National Theatre and 
Guys and Dolls at the Piccadilly Theatre. 
In recent years he directed Parade and A 
Streetcar Named Desire, both at London’s 
Donmar Warehouse, where he is now an 
associate director.

Ashford has maintained close ties to Point 
Park and credits Joe McGoldrick, director 
of artistic recruitment at the Conservatory 
of Performing Arts, with keeping him in 
touch, and with steering many talented 
artists his way.

“I think it will be thrilling and exciting to 
come back to the place where I spent my 
student years,” says Ashford. “I’m looking 
forward to it.”

Director and Choreographer 
Rob Ashford to Speak
at Commencement 2010
by Cheryl Valyo
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Rob Ashford
Photo courtesy BroadwayWorld.com



Rob Ashford, director and choreographer of the new Broadway revival of 
Promises, Promises, joins longtime friends Joe McGoldrick (left) and Ron 
Tassone (right) of the Conservatory of Performing Arts at a Point Park 
alumni event in New York City.

Broadway’s original three-martini musical 
is about to get a whole new twist.

BROADWAY ACROSS AMERICA   CRAIG ZADAN   NEIL MERON   THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY / TERRY ALLEN KRAMER   CANDY SPELLING   PAT ADDISS   BERNIE ABRAMS / MICHAEL SPEYER   TAKONKIET VIRAVAN / SCENARIO THAILAND  
present   SEAN HAYES   KRISTIN CHENOWETH   in   PROMISES, PROMISES   Book by NEIL SIMON   Music by BURT BACHARACH   Lyrics by HAL DAVID   Based on the screenplay “The Apartment” by BILLY WILDER and I.A.L. DIAMOND  
TONY GOLDWYN   KATIE FINNERAN   DICK LATESSA   BROOKS ASHMANSKAS   PETER BENSON   SEAN MARTIN HINGSTON   KEN LAND   CAMERON ADAMS   ASHLEY AMBER   HELEN ANKER   NATHAN BALSER   
WENDI BERGAMINI   NIKKI RENEE DANIELS   SARAH JANE EVERMAN   CHELSEA KROMBACH   KEITH KUHL   MATT LOEHR   MAYUMI MIGUEL   BRIAN O’BRIEN   SARAH O’GLEBY   ADAM PERRY   MEGAN SIKORA   MATT WALL   
RYAN WATKINSON   KRISTEN BETH WILLIAMS   Scenic Design by SCOTT PASK   Costume Design by BRUCE PASK   Lighting Design by DONALD HOLDER   Sound Design by BRIAN RONAN   Hair Design by TOM WATSON   
Dance Music Arranger DAVID CHASE   Music Coordinator HOWARD JOINES   Associate Director/Choreographer CHRISTOPHER BAILEY   Production Manager JUNIPER STREET PRODUCTIONS   Production Stage Manager MICHAEL PASSARO   
Casting by TARA RUBIN CASTING   Marketing TYPE A MARKETING  ANNE RIPPEY   Press Representative THE HARTMAN GROUP   General Management ALAN WASSER  ALLAN WILLIAMS  MARK SHACKET   Executive Producer BETH WILLIAMS   
Associate Producers MICHAEL McCABE / JOSEPH SMITH  STAGE VENTURES 2009 No. 2 LIMITED PARTNERSHIP   Musical Director PHIL RENO   Orchestrations by JONATHAN TUNICK   Directed and Choreographed by ROB ASHFORD

Visit TELECHARGE.COM or Call 212-239-6200
OBROADWAY THEATRE, Broadway at 53rd Street  * PROMISESPROMISESBROADWAY.COM

BEGINS MARCH 27
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     United Nations Executive  
   Shealagh Gopaul To Speak at   
   Graduate Hooding Ceremony

Shealagh (Mihm) Gopaul, director of administration for the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) and a 1976 graduate of Point Park, will speak at the 
master’s degree hooding ceremony and commencement at 9 a.m. 
May 1 at Mellon Arena. She will also receive an honorary doctor 
of humane letters degree.

A Pittsburgh native, Gopaul earned a dual degree in dance and 
history at the University. She oversees the OCHA administration 
for New York, Geneva, and 30 country/field offices. She has 
been serving at the senior level in the UN and the World Health 
Organization for nearly two decades and has worked in the areas 
of finance, strategic/program planning, resource mobilization, 
budgeting and human resources management.

An accomplished classical ballet dancer, Gopaul has performed 
with the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and with Civic Light Opera and 
remains an active supporter of the arts in New York City.

    50 at 50 Celebration

As part of the University’s 50th anniversary this year, an alumnus 
or alumna representing each class that has graduated over the 
past five decades (since the University began awarding degrees 
in 1960), will participate in the main commencement ceremony 
at 1 p.m. at Mellon Arena.

They will join in the academic procession and occupy a place of 
honor at the ceremony. Later that day, the participating alumni 
will take part in a special reception with University administrators 
and faculty members, including many retired and former faculty 
members who helped build the University over the years.

“Our 50th anniversary year is a unique opportunity to celebrate 
the University’s history, which is very much alive today,” says 
President Paul Hennigan. “We want to recognize the contributions 
of the many individuals who have played a role in the evolution of 
Point Park. Commencement is an ideal time to salute the classes 
of students who have passed through over the years, and bring 
generations of University people together.”

For photos of Commencement 2010, be sure to check out the fall 
issue of The Point and visit www.pointpark.edu. 



Andrew McNeil, a financial aid 
counselor, grabs a file in the 
central welcome area of the 
renovated Student Financial 
Services offices on the first 
floor of Thayer Hall.

Danauta Fox, Perkins Loan coordinator at Point Park, 
provides financial aid information to a student.

Photos by Christopher Rolinson
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View of the renovated entrance and reception area for 
Student Financial Services.



As Point Park’s Academic Village continues to grow, some of the 
most important updates and renovations have taken shape inside 
the walls of the University’s existing buildings.

A case in point is the streamlined offices of Student Financial 
Services on the first floor of Thayer Hall on Third Avenue. This area 
previously housed three business functions – Financial Aid, Student 
Accounts and the Office of the Registrar – in a cramped warren of 
outdated offices.

When the Office of the Registrar moved to more spacious and 
functional digs on the ninth floor of Thayer last year, the renamed 
Office of Student Financial Services (comprised of Financial Aid 
and Student Accounts) had an opportunity to reorganize and 
update the space in order to better meet the needs of the students 
and families they serve, according to Betty Davis, senior director.

“We saw an opportunity to not only upgrade the appearance of our 
office space, which had been very run down, but to truly integrate 
the Financial Aid and Student Accounts functions in order to better 
serve our students and families,” says Davis. “This is an important 
point of contact with the University. It’s critical that we present our 
very best face to our customers — students and parents.”

An improved experience for visitors

The new offices provide a spacious and welcoming entrance area 
in which visitors are easily directed to the particular staff member 
who can provide the assistance they need. The renovations also 
boosted privacy and security for financial transactions and financial 
aid records, says Davis. 

“It has just transformed the entire office and our ability to function. 
We’re already seeing a payoff in terms of more effective, efficient 
interactions among staff members in Financial Aid and Student 

Accounts. Overall, the appearance of our space now matches the 
highly professional services we provide here to students and families.”

Providing options and answers

When students or parents contact Student Financial Services, they 
have an issue that must be resolved, says Davis. The goal is to 
help them make the right connections to address their concerns, 
which is part of an overall, comprehensive effort to communicate 
affordable strategies for paying for education.

The staff of Student Financial Services makes every effort to 
provide grants, scholarships and financial aid options to every 
student who needs them, according to Davis. 98 percent of Point 
Park students receive some form of financial assistance. The 
University also offers various payment plan options. 

The University’s financial aid counselors work closely with students 
and parents to explore options, answer questions and develop the 
right financial aid package. “We’re committed to making education 
affordable and we’re here to help,” says Davis.

They have also developed other communication tools such as 
a new letter series for families, as well as typical financial aid 
scenarios (based on family income and student academic goals) 
that can be useful in exploring options. “We want to provide 
information to parents and students earlier and more often,” says 
Davis. The University also recently launched an innovative, online 
financial aid calculator as a helpful tool in financial aid planning.

Visit www.pointpark.edu/financialaid to try out the financial aid 
calculator and to learn more about scholarships, grants and loan 
opportunities at Point Park. The Financial Aid Office can be 
reached at 412-392-3930.

Making 
Education 
Affordable
by Cheryl Valyo

Student Financial Services assists students and families in 
streamlined offices in Thayer Hall
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Connecting 
to Cultures 
Worldwide

A hunger for knowledge is at the root of 
the academic experience at Point Park 
University. The quest begins within the 
walls of the University, but extends far 
into the community, the country and the 
world as students study and appreciate the 
differences that make each person unique, 
but more importantly perhaps, the students 
also focus on the aspects that unite humanity 
across the globe.

This awareness, appreciation and connection 
with others is the foundation for the Global 
and Cultural Studies program that has been 
developed under the direction of Channa 
Newman, Ph.D. A Point Park professor 
for 43 years, Newman has a contagious 
passion for universal principles of justice and 
equality. The program offers “a multifaceted 
view of the United States and other regions 
of the world through a scientific and human 
centered prism.”

This global prism involves lessons in history, 
world systems, cultures and languages to 
help students understand different ways of 
life with insight into global contemporary 
situations, which, despite distinct differences, 
tend to be, in many aspects, similar. The 
seed for the new degree program was 
planted more than six years ago when 
Newman developed a pilot introduction 
course that focused on the critical analysis of 

contemporary society with an emphasis on 
better understanding the dynamics of power 
and privilege. The class was a great success, 
says Newman, as students pushed past their 
limited experience to understand their own 
culture and those of other peoples around 
the world.

The new undergraduate degree program has 
grown with the hiring of several professors 
and the development of a full range of 
“outside the box,” interdisciplinary courses. 
One of the most controversial courses is 
Newman’s longstanding class, “Wealthy 
White Males,” which examines the power 
elite structure in the United States. 

“The program is very cutting edge in many 
ways,” explains Newman about presenting 
courses that make students venture outside 
of their comfort zone. “Our goal is to not 
water things down, but to provide a rigorous 
curriculum rooted in disciplines that take 
a broad view of the big picture. We aim to 
empower the students by providing them with 
the means to become globally competent.”

The new curriculum includes courses 
in global issues, politics, anthropology, 
languages and various theoretical approaches 
to understanding our world. Students 
welcome the opportunity to learn-in depth-
such challenging global perspectives. 

Global Cultural Studies degree program 
expands horizons for Point Park students

By Camille Downing

“Taking these kinds of classes really opens 
your mind, not only to new experiences 
but also to new ways of thinking about and 
viewing the world,” says Eric Probola, a 
junior. “Once you learn about the world in 
these classes, you are more likely to take 
note of your own place in the universe and 
make a difference in the world.”

The only university to offer Global Cultural 
Studies as a cross-disciplinary program, Point 
Park has attracted a number of new educators. 
For example, Shubh Mathur, Ph.D., recently 
joined the Global Studies faculty, which is 
comprised solely of full-time professors with 
doctoral degrees. Drawn by the innovative 
nature of the program, Mathur will teach 
courses on such topics as human rights, 
gender, South Asia and refugees. 

“I think it is vital for our students to be able 
to understand and engage with the larger 
world, to be able to place their lives and work 
in a global context, and to be committed and 
engaged global citizens,” notes Mathur. “It’s 
critical in the evolution of American higher 
education to bring the world to our students 
and vice versa in a meaningful way.”

Newman would agree with this philosophy 
as she continues to develop this unique 
program, which also includes site-specific 
and course-based study abroad experiences.

Photo by Christopher Rolinson
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Beyond the Classroom
With a goal of guiding students to reach 
beyond their own backyard to learn 
more about the world around them, the 
Global and Cultural Studies program 
offers opportunities to learn outside 
of the traditional classroom setting. 
Examples include:

 Study Abroad
Students have the opportunity to travel 
outside the United States for two-week 
courses to learn more about various 
cultures and their impact. Past visits have 
been to France, and in 2010 students 
will travel to Spain, led by Dwight Hines, 

Ph.D. In 2011, students will travel to the 
Middle East, led by Robert Ross, Ph.D. 
Future sites may include Africa, India, 
Ireland and Latin America.

 Lecture Series
Prominent speakers, such as former 
Harpers Magazine Editor Lewis Lapham, 
have journeyed to Point Park to address 
important global issues. In 2009 the 
Global Cultural Studies program 
sponsored An Evening with Ralph Nader, 
who spoke to a packed crowd about 
his lifetime commitment to democratic 
citizenship. Plans are under way to 

sponsor other acclaimed speakers 
who have demonstrated interest in the 
program and in deepening students’ 
knowledge of the world.

 French Trip Reunion
Did you participate in one of Point Park’s 
student trips to France? The University is 
planning a Sept. 25 reunion of alumni who 
traveled to France (with Professor Channa 
Newman), as part of the 50th Anniversary 
weekend. Contact the Alumni Office at 
412-392-4750 for more information.

Photo by Tom Bell

Opposite page and below: Channa Newman, Ph.D., 
leads Point Park’s new Global Cultural Studies 
degree program. Newman has led groups on cultural 
tours of France for the past several decades.

At left: Global Cultural Studies regularly hosts 
distinguished lectures by such speakers as activist 
Ralph Nader, who visited campus last fall.
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Woodland Hills  
families embrace  
dual-enrollment  

program with blood, 
sweat and cheers

5:45 a.m. 	 Alarm clock rings.

7 a.m.	 Arrive at high school. Take 	
	 school bus to Point Park. 	
	 Attend three-hour English 	
	 class. Lunch. Take bus back 	
	 to school. Finish high school 	
	 classes.

2:10 p.m. 	 Dismissal bell rings. Wrestling 	
	 practice. Home. Dinner. Three 	
	 hours of high school and 	
	 college homework.

11 p.m.	 Bedtime.

That is a full schedule for any person, but 
for 17-year-old Donovan Smith, a senior at 
Woodland Hills High School (WHHS), eight 
miles east of Pittsburgh, he would not have it 
any other way. The cross country and rugby 
athlete is one of 40 Woodland Hills High 
School students participating in the College 
Now program at Point Park University. An-
other 25 are expected to enroll in fall 2010.

“I think it’s good that I have the opportunity 
to come to college while I’m still in high 
school my senior year so I’m more prepared 
whenever I graduate. I feel like I have an 
advantage over my other classmates or 
other seniors because I’ve already seen how 
college is, and I’ll have credits.” Donovan will 
graduate high school with 12 college credits 
in spring 2010, all at no financial cost to him 
or his family. 

“We wanted to take advantage of dual enroll-
ment . . . so students could have credit for 
high school classes and college classes at 
no expense to the parents to thank them 
for their tax support,” says WHHS Principal 
Daniel Stephens in explaining one of the rea-
sons the school district wanted to implement 
the program. College Now, open to a limited 
number of qualifying juniors and seniors, is 
funded primarily by the University, the school 
district and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education. The University has also received 
a $5,000 grant from the Buncher Family 
Foundation and a $5,000 grant from the 
Dominion Foundation to support a unique 
mentoring aspect of the dual-enrollment 
program that pairs current Point Park 
students with Woodland Hills High School 
participants.  

That value is not lost on Donovan’s mother, 
Shelly. “If I could only have had that op-
portunity when I was in school. I explained to 
[Donovan] how hard it is [to pay] for tuition. 
This is like a blessing in disguise.”

Why would Point Park make a significant 
investment in College Now? “It makes us 
a good neighbor,” says Stanley Denton, 
Ph.D., assistant professor in the University’s 
School of Arts and Sciences. Community 
engagement is one of Point Park’s guiding 
principles, which is one reason Denton took 
the idea of College Now to his colleagues 
when he was approached by Woodland Hills 
School District Superintendent Walter Calin-
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College Now Brings 
High School Students 
into Point Park  
Classrooms
by Nancy Commella



ger, Ph.D., in July 2009. Denton also says 
the program is a creative way of recruiting. 

This type of recruiting helps a student such as 
17-year-old Gabrielle Lewis, a Woodland Hills 
senior, who entered College Now in January. 
“I thought it would be a good advantage for 
me and help me figure out what college is all 
about.” Gabrielle’s mother, Stephanie, feels 
there are many advantages for her daughter, 
who has been singing in a competitive choir 
since third grade. “She does so well in music, 
and that’s what she wants to major in, and 
I know this school has some programs, so 
that’s an added advantage.”

Any disadvantages? Not disadvantages, but 
definitely some sacrifices, according to the 
teenagers in the program. “I’ve sacrificed a lot 
of my time in completing my school work, the 
college work. Sometimes it’s hard,” admits 
16-year-old Monte Chapman, a junior in his 
second semester of College Now, who also 
participates in track, band and Bible study. It 
is a sacrifice his mother, Juanita, told him will 
lead to his success when he attends col-
lege fulltime. “I completed my education as 
an adult … I said, ‘You’ll know what it’s like; 
you’ll know how to study already.’”

The data supports Juanita’s belief. Dual-
enrollment programs exist in 42 states with 
positive outcomes reported for participating 
students, including: 12 percent are more likely 
to enter college within seven months of grad-
uating high school; 11 percent are more likely 

Above right: Gabrielle Lewis and her parents 
Stephanie and Rockwell talk with Woodland 
Hills School District Superintendent Walter 
Calinger (standing). Donovan Smith and his 
mother, Shelly. Photos by Jim Judkis.
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to continue with college the second year; and 
there is a 12 percent greater likelihood that 
students who had not anticipated obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree will graduate with one.*
Students, parents, schools, and ultimately,  
society, benefit. As Dorothy Moyta, the 
mother of 17-year-old senior Madeline  
(who is interested in psychology) says,  
“It seemed like a win-win situation.”  

*Swanson, Joni L. “An Analysis of the Impact of 
High School Dual Enrollment Course Participation 
on Post-Secondary Academic Success, Persistence 
and Degree Completion.” University of Iowa,  
College of Education, May 2008

Opposite: Point Park Assistant Professor 	
Stanley Denton, Ph.D., speaks with Woodland 
Hills families at the College Now orientation 
at Point Park last November. Left: College 
Now student Monte Chapman and his mother, 
Juanita.



Hothouse for Original Works
by Colleen C. Derda

POINT O
FVIEW

Ronald Allan-Lindblom has produced, 
directed and acted in more than 500 theater 
productions, produced international dance 
events and directed at drama festivals 
around the world. The Conservatory of 
Performing Arts dean and Pittsburgh 
Playhouse artistic director is on sabbatical. 
Before taking a leave to work on various 
creative projects, he took some time to talk 
with The Point: 

Why do you place a priority on 
producing and exporting new works?
 
RL: Pittsburgh has a unique voice, yet for 
the most part it is a theatrical importer. So 
one of our missions, particularly for our 
professional company, is to produce and 
export Pittsburgh product. Often 50 percent 
of our season represents new works. For 
example, A Moon to Dance By, by Thom 
Thomas, directed by Edwin Sherwin and 
with Jane Alexander, premiered here. It then 
moved to the George Street Playhouse and 
was nominated by the American Theatre 
Critics Association for the ACTA/Steinberg 
New Play Award, which honors new scripts 
produced outside of New York City. In the 
last 10 seasons, we’ve had six plays that 
have been published, including those by local 
playwrights Tammy Ryan and Amy Hartman. 
Hartman’s The Chicken Snake was also 
nominated by the American Theatre Critics 
Association for best new play outside of 
New York. And we are an incubator of new 
works not just for the professional company. 
In recent years the Conservatory Theatre 
Company produced Marcus Stevens’ RED 
and Michael Rupert’s Streets of America 

and this year produced a new musical, Time 
After Time, with Broadway’s Gabriel Barre 
directing. Our world premieres in dance 
include The Bench by Kiesha Lalama-White 
and The Snow Queen by Doug Bentz.

How do these efforts support the 
Conservatory’s academic programs?

RL: Being a laboratory for new works is part 
of our mission and helps strengthen the 
national reputation of the Conservatory and 
the University. It also puts us in the position 
of acquiring [theatrical] property. It’s much 
healthier for a theater to rely on than box 
office. The other advantage is the national 
level of guest artists here. Students work 
with these people and get to know them. 
And because the Conservatory is made 
up of professional artists who train artists, 
students see their teachers at work outside 
the classroom. Networking is essential. 
There is an old theater saying: there are 
only seven people in the business and you 
work with those same people over and over 
again. There is truth to that. 

How many productions does Point Park 
stage each year? 

RL: I don’t think there is a more aggressive 
performing arts program anywhere. We do 
18 main stage productions for theater and 
dance each year. We do 235 performances 
in a 214 day academic year and that doesn’t 
include special events such as Starmakers, 
one-acts and other fundraisers. It’s really 
staggering. 

Ronald Allan-Lindblom

Does the Conservatory have any new 
degrees in the works? 

RL: Our non-performance areas are growing. 
For example, we now have a screenwriting 
concentration. We are developing a new 
degree in dance pedagogy. We are looking at 
an M.F.A. in costume design. And we plan to 
offer an M.F.A. in screenwriting. All within the 
next five or six years. 

Tell us about some of your future plans 
for the Conservatory and the Playhouse.
 
RL: The need for new performance space 
is clear. As sentimentally attached as I am 
to this building, nothing here is designed for 
function. One theater was once a beer hall. 
Another theater was originally a synagogue. 
We’ve done an amazing job with the facilities, 
bringing in professionals and bringing 
educational theater to the community. 
Yet there is no question the Conservatory 
has outgrown this space educationally, 
professionally and aesthetically. We need a 
performing arts facility that matches the work 
of our students, faculty and professional 
guest artists.

Point Extra
For more conversation 
with Ronald Allan-Lindblom, 
visit The Point online at 
www.pointpark.edu/News/ThePoint 
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Professor’s  
Photo Book Depicts  
Beauty of State Parks
By Christine Zapinski

After earning his master’s degree in 
journalism and communication and join-
ing the School of Communication faculty 
in 2004, Christopher Rolinson created 
a course on nature photography to give 
his photojournalism students an experi-
ence outside the urban environment of 
Downtown Pittsburgh.

On class outings to state parks through-
out the region, his students shot terrific 
photos of the Western Pennsylvania’s 
natural beauty. Rolinson took his own 

camera along and soon found himself 
with a growing collection of gorgeous 
outdoor images.

Five years later, Rolinson has published 
a handsome fine art photography book 
of stunning pictures taken in state 
parks in Western Pennsylvania, from 
Erie County to the Maryland border. 
The book, Our State Parks, Western 
Pennsylvania, has 92 photos ranging 
from well-known spots like Cucumber 
Falls in Ohiopyle State Park to lesser 
know locales like the Allegheny Islands 
State Park.

“I wanted to show these places in West-
ern Pennsylvania that are still considered 
wild,” he explained. Accompanying the 
photos is first-person text in which  
Rolinson describes his visit to each  
scenic spot. Michael Caggeso, a long-
time acquaintance of Rolinson’s, served 
as editor.

To get photos from so many state parks, 
Rolinson took his camera wherever he 
went, from class trips to professional as-
signments to family outings. He shot the 
oldest photo in the book during a 2004 
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Pictorial offers images of wild places  
in Western Pennsylvania

pointpark.edu

assignment for the Associated Press 
on garbage dumps in state forests. The 
forest ranger took him to dump sites 
but then said, “I want to show you some 
other things.” From that day came the 
book’s photo of Sproul State Forest.

In addition to shooting the photos and 
writing the text, Rolinson handled the 
book’s layout. Now that it’s published, 
he’s doing his own marketing. At pre-
sentations and exhibits, his introduction 
always mentions his faculty position at 
Point Park and the School of Commu-
nication.

To preview or purchase Our State Parks, 
visit the book’s Web site at http://bit.ly/
ourstateparks.

Opposite, from left: Andrew Christopher 	
and Maxwell Gray join their dad, Christopher 	
Rolinson, in Keystone State Park. Photo by 
Jesse Colaizzi. Other photos courtesy of 	
Christopher Rolinson. From left: The shoals at 
Allegheny River Islands State Park, Allegheny 
County. Hell’s Hollow at McConnell’s Mill State 
Park, Lawrence County.	
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L. Louis Lambros DDS	
Shari Lanave 	
Linda Larkin 	
Keith Larner 	
Donald Laskey 	
Robert Laskey 	
Thomas Laton 	
Maureen Laughery Jacob 	
Phil Laurash 	
Alyson Laury	
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Laverty	
John Lavrinc 	
Steven Lay 	
Stephen Lazur 	
Vincent Le Donne 	
Stephanie Learish 	
Deborah Leasure 	
Charles Ledford 	

Argie Leech 	
Raymond Leech 	
Michael Lehman	
Loraine Leith 	
Bonnie Leitsch 	
John Lender 	
David Leng	
Gerald Lenthall 	
Tammy Lentz 	
David Leonard 	
Jennifer Leonard	
Linda Leong 	
Irene Leskovic 	
Mr. John Levenson and 
   Mrs. Jan Clark-Levenson	
Patricia Levinson 	
Taube Levitt 	
David Lewis 	
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lewis	
Mr. and Mrs. James Lewis	
Kathleen Lewis 	
Dr. Robert Lewis	
Virginia Lewis 	
Alexander Lezark 	
Albert Liberi 	
William Ligetti, Jr.	
Terri Liller 	
Hendrik Limarta 	
Gloria Limetti 	
Holly Lincoln 	
Richard and Susan Linzer	
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Little	
Audie Lloyd 	
Kelsey Lloyd	
Nancy Lobaugh 	
Brandy Loechner 	
Margaret Lohinski 	
Frank Long 	
Jeffrey Long 	
Angie Longo 	
Kayla Longo	
Laura Lord 	
Walter* and Anita Lorek	
Thomas Losket 	
Cornelia Louis 	
Angela Love 	
Gregory Loy	
Heather Lubay 	
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Luca	
Joseph Lucarelli 	
Mary Luciano 	
Kyle Lucot	
Clifford Luebbert 	
Patricia Lukes 	
Anne Lundberg	
Daniel Lundie 	
Gregory Luntz 	
Lorene Lutckens 	
Joseph Luvara, Esq.	
Edna Lyle 	
Dr. Dennis Lynch	
Janet MacDonald 	
Michelle Macek	
Gloria Macin 	

Douglas and Carol MacPhail	
Linda Macsurak	
Macy’s Foundation	
Helen Maddocks 	
Jill Mahany 	
Archish and Gita Maharaja	
Maher Duessel	
David Mahokey	
Earl Main 	
Peg Majorsky 	
Dr. Diane Maldonado	
Richard Maletto 	
Lisa Malley 	
Joseph Mallorey 	
Donald Malone 	
Bridget Mancosh 	
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Manculich	
Catherine Mann 	
Eric and Branita Mann	
Linda Mann 	
Ralph Manning 	
James Maravich 	
MARC USA/Stuart M. Zolot	
Beth Marcello 	
Donald March 	
Dale Marchand 	
Daniel Marchewka 	
Kerri Lyn Marchinsky	
Robert Marcink 	
George Marin 	
Mallory Marinack	
Arthur Marino, Jr.	
George Markovic 	
Jamie Markovich 	
Debra Marmuscak 	
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Marmuscak	
Mark Marnich 	
Marianne Marnik 	
Sandra Marro 	
Nora Marsh 	
Barbara Martin 	
Lawrence Martin 	
Ronald Martin 	
Mr. and Mrs. David Martinceck	
Donald Martini 	
Teresa Martin-Minnich 	
Norman Marts 	
Christie Martz 	
Johnna Maryak	
Donald Mason 	
Lucille Mason 	
Mary Catherine Mason	
Joseph Massaro III	
Massaro Corporation	
Jodi Matovich	
Mark Matthews	
Wilma Matthias 	
Patricia Matysek 	
Thomas Maus 	
Jim Mavrinac 	
Cassandra Maxwell	
Robert May 	
David Mayer	
John Mayo, Jr.	



Natalie Mays 	
Natasha Mays 	
Garland and Juliane McAdoo	
Jessica McAleer	
Nancy McCaffrey 	
Margie McCall 	
Dennis McCann 	
Glenn McCann 	
James McCann 	
Jon McCarter 	
Kathleen McCarthy 	
Richard McClean 	
Molly McClelland 	
Christine McClure 	
Leslie McCombs 	
Dean McCorkle 	
Reverend John McCoy, Jr.	
Pamela McCracken 	
Dr. John McCutcheon	
Marcia McDermott 	
Michael and Gloria McElroy	
Shannon McEnteer 	
John McFarland 	
Drs. Timothy McGuire and 
   Nancy Melone	
Mr. and Mrs. David McGuirk	
Andrew McIntyre	
Dr. Karen McIntyre	
Lisa McIntyre 	
Rosemarie McKain 	
James and Virginia McKean	
Daniel McKenna 	
Sheila McKenna 	
James and Deborah McKinnon	
Michael McKown 	
Janet McLaughlin 	
Robert McLay 	
Stuart and Diane McLean	
Reverend Albert and 
   Ms. Jean McLean	
Kevin and Kristen McMahon	
Josie McMahon 	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard McMillen	
Joanne McMullen	
Nancy McMullen 	
Andrew McNeil 	
Thomas McPoyle 	
Pat McVicker 	
Richard Meahl 	
Jennifer Meek 	
Edward Meena	
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Meese	
Cassondra Mega 	
Donna Mega 	
Erica Megaw 	
Jack Megaw	
Claire Megyesy 	
Anthony Meneo III	
Michelle Menozzi	

Merck Partnership for Giving	
Sanford Merich 	
Michelle Merlo 	
Harry Mertz 	
Kimberly Merville 	
Sandra Mervosh 	
Peter Merz 	
Daniel Meshanko 	
Thomas Mesler 	
David Metinko 	
Christopher Metz	
Charles Meyer 	
Meyer Unkovic and Scott	
Michael Baker Corporation	
Linda Michelsen 	
Besnik Miftari	
Shawn Mihal 	
John Mikach 	
William and Mary Mikesell	
Ronald Mikolajczyk 	
Jean Mikulski 	
Carl Milano 	
Nancy Milinski 	
John Milko 	
Alicia Miller 	
Garth Miller 	
George Miller	
Cheryl and Jimmy Miller	
Kate Miller 	
Kathleen Mills 	
Mark Mills	
Vicki Mills 	
Joell Minford 	
Jeffrey Minick 	
Donald Minner	
Peter Minydzak 	
Megan Misgalla 	
Lynn Mitchell 	
Tamra Mitchell 	
Jan Mitchell Sherrill 	
Maria Moio 	
Karen Molessa 	
Dr. Lori Molinari	
William Molloy 	
Cynthia Mols	
Lynn Monahan	
Mona Monahan 	
Deanna Mondello	
Barbara Moody 	
Deborah Moore 	
Audrey Moore Brooks 	
Christina Moorhead 	
Nickol Mora 	
G. A. Morales 	
Jeffrey Moran	
Barbara Morgan 	
James Morgan 	
Michael Morgan 	
Ken Mori 	

Lynn Morris	
Thomas Morris CPA	
Lauren Morrison	
Howard Morrow 	
Arlene Moses 	
David Mosey 	
Clifford Moskal 	
Scott Mosman 	
Todd and Miriam Moules	
Mr. and Mrs. Abdul Mouzaffar	
Linda Mower	
Elizabeth Mudge 	
Brian Mueller 	
Patrick Mulvihill 	
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Munshower	
Louis Muraco 	
Karen Murino 	
Dr. Laurence Murphy	
Paul Murphy 	
Davina Murray 	
Patrick Murray 	
Jacqueline Mwangi	
John Nadzam 	
Robert Napkori 	
Eunice Nasri 	
Shirley Na’um-el 	
Susan Neft 	
Charles and Diana Neidig	
Nellie Mae Education Foundation	
Kathleen Nelson 	
Vaunda Nelson 	
Kathleen Nevel 	
Mr. and Mrs. William Newson	
Newspaper Guild Of Pittsburgh	
Josephine Nicolian 	
Jawdat Nikoula	
Jeff Nimerosky 	
Teddy Nisenbaum 	
Phyllis Noble 	
Eileen Noden 	
Jordan Nofziger	
Monica Nogueira 	
James Nolan 	
Norfolk Southern Charitable 
   Match Trust	
Norman C. Ray Trust	
Kelly Norton 	
Ruth Novak CPA	
Dianne Nowinowski 	
Dan Nydick 	
Barbara Nye 	
Donna Ochs 	
David and Yeshimebet O’Connell	
Deborah Odioso 	
Mr. and Mrs. Charles O’Donnell	
David O’Donnell 	
Lori Odrey 	
Robert O’Gara 	
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Ohio Valley General 
   Hospital Foundation	
H. Ward Olander	
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Olian	
Andrew Olson	
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Olson	
Dr. Gerald Olson	
Daniel Olszewski 	
Paul O’Neill 	
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Orban	
Sharon Orlofske 	
Victor Orn 	
Mr. and Mrs. Amos Orner	
Gary Orner 	
M Ja Nel Orwig	
Dee Jay Oshry 	
Barbara Osinski 	
Kevin O’Toole	
Sharyn Ott 	
Nellie Owoc 	
Gloria Pace 	
Rochelle Packard 	
Zygmunt Paclawski 	
Robert Paddock 	
Barbra Pakler 	
Kathleen Palket 	
Robert Palmintera 	
Daniel Pampuch 	
Joseph Panarella 	
David Pantalone 	
John Panza 	
Dr. Emmett Panzella	
Martin Paonessa	
Michael Paprocki 	
Nathan Parker 	
Linda Parks	
Rita Parlato 	
Marybeth Pastore 	
Donald Pastorius 	
Lisa Patterson 	
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Patterson	
Maryann Pauline 	
Michael Pavia 	
Stephen Pavlecka 	
Dewayne Pavlik 	
Joyce Pawlowski	
Allyson Payer	
Kim Payne 	
Deanna Pazos 	
Nicole Peffer 	
Harry Pehote 	
Janette Pekar 	
Melissa Pelisari 	
Carmen Pellegrino 	
Susan Penney 	
Pennsylvania Association of  
   Broadcasters	
Jeri Penrose 	
Richard Pentz 	
Dr. Charles and Mrs. Ruth Perkins	
Edward Perman 	
Dr. Rosanna Perotti-Bouzaidi	
Linda Pesanka 	

Warren Pete 	
Daniel Peter 	
Peter Hantz Company, Inc.	
Christine Peters 	
David Peters 	
Elizabeth Peters 	
Cynthia Petrisko	
John Petrisko 	
Nicolas Petrov 	
Dr. Lawrence Pettit	
Eric Pfaffle 	
Paula Pfeifer 	
Stephen Pfouts 	
Charles Phillips	
Thomas Phillips 	
Mark Phillis 	
Susan Piccirill i 	
Daniel Pie 	
Nancy Pierce 	
Joseph Pinchot 	
John Pine	
Lori Pintar 	
Timothy Piotrowski 	
James Piroli II	
Maureen Piscopo 	
William Pitt 	
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette	
Pittsburgh Steelers	
Russell Pixley 	
Michael Plantz	
Laurie Plocki 	
PNC Foundation
William Podor 	
Robert Poklemba 	
Joyce Polovich 	
Bruce Pompeani 	
Marie Popichak 	
Dennis and Marie Popp	
Daniel Porch 	
Donald Poremski 	
Edward Poropatic 	
Donald Porter	
Michael Potoczny	
Carrie Potter 	
Robert Potter 	
Edward and Patricia Povirk	
Michael Powell 	
Barbara Power 	
PPG Industries Foundation	
Theresa Pratt 	
Robert Pratte, Jr.	
Precision Endodontics	
Glenn Preininger 	
Chelsea Prestia	
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Prestia	
Robert Presutti 	
David Prevost 	
Thomas Pribicin 	
George Pribicko 	
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Price	
Charles Prill 	
Matthew Pringle 	
Jill ian Pritts 	

Kathy Procaccina 	
Donald Proehl, Jr.	
Dale Provins 	
Verna Ptomey 	
Jon Puc 	
Toni Pucci 	
Mr. and Mrs. Cyril Puhala	
Steven Puluka 	
Janis Purins 	
James Puthenpurayil 	
Charles Queenan 	
Emily Quidetto	
Dr. Charles Quillin	
Felix Quist 	
Patricia Quolke 	
Alan Rabinowitz 	
Alex Rachubinski 	
Keith Radakovich 	
Kristopher Radder	
Robert and Debbie Rager	
Annie Raire	
Richard Rauh 	
Marvin and Sheila Rawlings	
Mary Rawson 	
Mohammed Rayan 	
David Read 	
Janalyn Reardon 	
Cornelia Reddy 	
James Reed 	
John Regule 	
Dr. Herman Reid	
Mary Margaret Reid 	
Virginia Reinert 	
Mary Reis	
Janell Reitler 	
Charles Reitmeyer, Sr.	
Eric Rettig 	
Gilbert Reveille	
Dr. Vincenne Revilla Beltran	
James Rhoades 	
Paul Rhoades 	
Martha Rhone 	
Mr. and Mrs. David Riani	
Lynn Ribar 	
Gregory Rice 	
Patricia Rice 	
William Rice 	
Mary Richard 	
Arthur Richards 	
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Richards	
Elizabeth Richards 	
Megan Richardson 	
Christina Richter 	
Jeffrey Rickert 	
Linda Riggs 	
Janice Rihely 	
Peggy Rills 	
Domenic Rinaldi 	
Clayton Rios	
Shirley Ritchie 	
Michelle Ritenour 	
Robert Half International Inc.	
Kathleen Roberts 	



Louis Roberts 	
Diane Robertson 	
Masheka Robertson	
Laverne Robinson 	
Robert Robinson 	
Joseph Roche 	
James Roddey 	
Gwilym Roddick	
Katerina Rodgaard 	
Edmonda Rodgers 	
Colleen Roell 	
Michael Rogan	
Randy Rogan 	
Judith Rogers 	
Christopher Rolinson 	
Bonnie Romary 	
Linda Romine-McKinzie 	
Christopher Rosage	
Michael Rosenberg 	
Sharon Rosenberg 	
Marybeth Rosendale 	
James Ross 	
Kenneth Ross 	
Melissa Ross 	
Drs. Loren H. and Ellen A. Roth	
Richard Roth 	
Dr. Judith Rowlands	
Jeffrey Rozran 	
Carl Rubin 	
Patricia Rubino 	
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ruediger	
Donald Ruggery, Jr.	
Reverend James Ruggiero	
Darryl Rung 	
James Rushin 	
Cynthia Russell 	
James Russell 	
Russell Charitable Foundation	
Anthony Russo 	
Jan Ryan 	
Melissa Ryan 	
Patricia Ryan 	
Jayne Rydzak 	
Janet Rygert 	
David Ryndak 	
Behzad Saberi 	
Judith Sacco 	
Natalie Sacco 	
David Sakmar 	
Robert and Deborah Saline	
Russell Salminen 	
Bonnie Sampson 	
Judith Samuels 	
Martin Sanders 	
Silvia Santana 	
Paul Santeufemia 	
Belinda Sapienza 	
Naomi Sapir 	
Deborah Sappie 	

Kaveh Saremi 	
Wilson Saul 	
Amy Saunders 	
Rosanne Saunders 	
Carol Savage 	
Marion Savers 	
Gary Sawicki 	
Alice Saxon 	
James Saxon 	
Daniel Saylor 	
John Scarpino 	
Joseph and Marlene Scarpo	
Dr. Marcia Schachner	
Christine Schaeffer 	
James Schafer 	
Margaret Schafer	
Henry Schall 	
Karen Scheiner 	
Donna Schilinski 	
Sandra Schillinger 	
Mr. and Mrs. David Schindler	
Catherine Schmid 	
Gregory Schmid III	
Donald Schmidt 	
Karl Schmidt 	
Dena Schmitt	
James Schnare Esq.	
Cynthia Schofield 	
Walter Schratz 	
Ronald Schroeder 	
James Schultise 	
James Schultz 	
Angelo Sciulli 	
Christine Scott 	
Mary Clark Scott	
Susan Scott 	
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Scott	
Joseph Scrivofilo 	
Raymond Sedlak 	
Lanny Seed 	
Patricia Seeley 	
Francis Sehn 	
Joann Seifried 	
William Seigel 	
Kenneth Selig 	
Cheryl Sella 	
Cheryl Semak-Geier 	
Terence Senay 	
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Senic	
Wendy Serapiglia 	
Stephen Sestrich 	
Pamela Shafer Moser 	
Daniel Shak	
Steve Shanahan 	
Larry Shanley 	
Leslie and Barbara Shar	
Vicki Shaughnessy 	
Mr. and Mrs. James Shaver	
Joseph and Dana Shaw	

Fredric Sheaffer 	
Arianne Shean	
John Shepard 	
Robert Shepard 	
Jeffrey Sherman 	
Lawrence Shields 	
Debora Shimo 	
Kristin Shivers	
Michele Shivers 	
Eugene Shoop 	
Christina Shorall 	
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shriane	
Jack Shrum 	
Terri Shumaker 	
David Shupe	
William Shuty 	
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Silverman	
James Silvestri 	
Dr. Maria Simbra	
Jim Simco 	
Charles Simmons 	
Christopher Simmons	
Twila Simmons-Walker 	
Dr. J. Matthew and 
   Dr. Janet Simon	
Kenneth Simon 	
Jason Simoni 	
John Simpson, Jr.	
Michelle Simpson 	
Patrick Sinopoli 	
Phillip Sinopoli, Ph.D.	
Francesca Sirianni	
Gary Skena 	
Randy Skubek 	
Breanne Skultety	
Andrew Skurnick, Jr.	
Alice Slagle 	
Tracy Slater 	
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Slifkin	
Richard and Judy Small	
Edward Smeal	
Barbara Smelser 	
Sally Smiley 	
Bernard Smith 	
Camille Smith 	
Gary Smith 	
Gilbert Smith 	
Harrison and Monica Smith	
Harry Smith 	
Heidi Smith 	
James Smith 	
Joshua Smith	
Leslie Smith	
Olivetta Smith 	
Philip Smith 	
Reverend Tamerya Smith	
Mary Smith Peters 	
Robert Smizik 	
Lynda Smothers 	
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Gina Snyder 	
Sherry Snyder 	
Melissa Sofia 	
Mary Ellen Solomon	
Dolores Solonickne 	
Mark Sommer 	
Susan Soniak 	
Mr. and Mrs. Walter C. Sororka	
Thomas Spears 	
Kurt Speicher	
Carol Ann Spendiff 	
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sperandeo	
J. Len Sperl	
Adam Spitznagel 	
Wendy Spratt 	
Lisa Spring 	
Charlotte Stabile 	
Marie Stadulis 	
Kelly Staley 	
Margaret Stampahar 	
Loretta Standish 	
Marilyn Standley 	
Jane Stankus 	
Marlene Stanton 	
Betty Stark 	
State Farm Companies Foundation	
Matthew and Dione Stauber	
J. Stauffer 	
Karen Stauffer 	
Kathleen Stauffer 	
Geraldine Stecko 	
Bruce Steele 	
Kristin Steele 	
Norma Stefanic 	
Carol Stein 	
Dr. Lorelei Stein	
Mary Stein 	
Steven B. and Joann Stein	
Barbara Steinberg 	
Julie Stephenson 	
Todd Stephenson 	
Mr. and Mrs. Hank Stewart	
Margaret Stewart 	
Frank Stickel, Jr.	
Joan Stiefvater 	
James Stoner 	
Charlotte Stotelmyer 	
Charles and Jean Stout	
Grace Stranahan 	
Deborah Stranger 	
Ann Straub	
Cheryl Stripe 	
Ann Strishock 	
Matthew Stromberg	
Pamela Stroud 	
J. Watkins Strouss 	
William Studniarz 	
Thomas Sturges III	
Regis Suess 	
Steven Sufrin 	
Sam and Linda Suica	
Ryan Sullivan 	
Sun Life Financial	

Diane Sunderlin 	
Paul Sunyak 	
Justin Supon 	
Joseph Suppa 	
Daniel Swalga	
Robin Swanson 	
Sharon Sweeney 	
Kerry Swick 	
Robert Swider, Sr.	
June Swiger 	
Melissa Synakowski	
David Syskowski 	
Gail Szafranski 	
Donna Szalla 	
Eugene Szestak 	
Debbie Taccone 	
Roi Tamkin 	
Don Tanabe 	
Shirley Tannenbaum 	
Stephen Tanzilli 	
Mr. and Mrs. John Taormina	
Joseph Tarara 	
Robert Tarpey 	
Edwin Tatters 	
David Tautkus 	
Earl Bohn and Mary Beth Taylor	
Natalie Taylor 	
Rita Taylor 	
Wendy Taylor 	
Raymond Tedford 	
Annemarie Tejan 	
Rodger Temple 	
Jon-Phillip Tench	
The Ayco Charitable Foundation	
The Bank of New York Mellon  	
   Community Partnership	
The Consortium for 
   Public Education	
The Pittsburgh Foundation	
The Procter & Gamble Fund	
The Tomayko Group LLC	
Denise Thoma 	
James Thomas 	
Kristin Thomas 	
Marye Thomas 	
Terrence Thomas 	
Thomas Thomas 	
William Thompkins 	
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Thompson	
Lois Thomson 	
Gwendolyn Thornburg 	
Areva Thornton 	
Mr. and Mrs. Lovell Thornton	
Benjamin Thorpe	
Frederick Thorpe, Jr.	
Mary Thorpe 	
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tiboni	
Margaret Tolbert 	
Ernest Tolentino 	
Lowell Toliver 	
Frank Tomasello	
John Tomayko, Ph.D.	
Richard Tondolo 	

Gregory Tornetta 	
Leslie Toth 	
Mary Jo Townsend 	
Richard Trainor 	
Alan Traugott 	
Cathleen Tressler 	
Tribune Review Charities	
Robert Trinkle 	
Susan Trkula 	
James Trowbridge 	
Melissa Troxell 	
Susan Trulove 	
Leah Tsikalas	
Richard Tucker III	
Tucker Arensberg P.C.	
Bradley Tupi 	
Jeffrey Turk 	
David Tuthill 	
Stephanie Tutka 	
Don Tyler 	
Gregory Tyrpak 	
Michael Tysarczyk 	
Karen Tysarczyk Krumholz 	
Karen Uhrmacher 	
Karen Ulrich 	
Scott Unger 	
Ben Urso 	
Judith Utt 	
Richard Valencia 	
Roger and Virginia Valentine	
Barbara Van Kirk 	
Kevin Van Norstrand 	
Josette Van Putten 	
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Vandivier	
Richard Vangenewitt 	
Bruce Varga 	
John Vaughan 	
Patricia Vaughn 	
Angela Vennare-Klein 	
Lee Veri 	
Verizon Foundation	
Mary Vesely 	
Sally Vickery 	
Katherine Vidakovich 	
Maryann Vidra 	
Maria Villiotti 	
Ralph Villiotti 	
Michaileen Vilsack 	
David Vinski 	
Ronald and Patricia Violi	
Karen Vormack 	
Nicholas Vrabel 	
Shelley Vybiral 	
Andrea J. Wachter	
Edward C. Wachter, Jr.	
Ronald Wadowsky 	
Ann Wagner 	
David Wagner 	
Jack Wagner 	
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Wagner	
Elizabeth Wainwright 	
Steve and Donna Lee Walker	
Joan Walker 	



Joseph Walker	
Walker Communications	
Milona Wall 	
Timothy Wallace 	
Gregory Wallas 	
Janice Walsh 	
Robin Walsh 	
William Walsh 	
Stephanie Walston 	
Jeroen Walstra 	
Charles Walters 	
Jeffrey Wareham	
Wanda Wareham 	
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wascavage	
Drs. Milton and Nancy Washington	
Washington Family Fund	
Washington Group Foundation Inc.	
Tracey Wassel 	
Anthony Waters 	
Reave Watkins 	
Kenneth Watterson 	
Lauren Way 	
Wealth Preservation & 
   Management Inc.	
Ronald Webb 	
Beverly Weber 	
Linda Weber 	
Mark Weber 	
Marvin Wedeen 	
Douglas and Diane Weidner	
Albert Weigand 	
Jodi Weigand 	
Lee Weiland	
Doreen Weilersbacher	
Carol Weis 	
Judith Weismann 	
Robin Weiss 	
Margery Weisz 	
Nancy Weith 	
William Welch 	
Lloyd Welling 	
Joshua Wells 	
Lawrence Werner 	
Gail Wesley 	
Kristin Wessell 	
Edward West 	
Dr. Portia Weston	
Celia Wexler 	
Dr. Albert Whitcomb	
Lisa White 	
Malcolm White 	
Stella White 	
Eva Whitely 	
Susan Whitney 	
Kimberly Wieczorek 	
Michelle Wilden 	
Cheryl Wilk 	
John Will 	
Lynnwood Will 	
Edward Williams, Sr.	
Laura Williams 	

Martha Williams 	
Misty Williams	
Roger Williams 	
Stephen Williams 	
Trudy Williams 	
Williams Coulson, LLC	
Mary Anne Willmore 	
Daniel Willoughby 	
Mary Wilson 	
Dr. Timothy Wilson	
Margaret Wimmer 	
Justin Wingenfeld 	
Brian Winkowski	
David Wintermute 	
Edwin Wintermyer 	
Philip Winters 	
Rick and Lori Wirth	
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Witherite	
Susan Witt 	
David Wojtaszek 	
Jessica Wolfe 	
Jessica Wolman 	
Dean and Karen Wolz	
Women’s Press Club of Pittsburgh	
April Wood 	
Mary Wood 	
Jeffrey Woodard 	
Phoebe Wooding 	
Carol Word and William Trueheart	
Antwan Worsham 	
Lynn Woshner 	
James Wozniak 	
Michael Wright 	
William Wright 	
Edward Wuenschell 	
Craig Wunderlich 	
Duane Wykoff 	
Catherine Yakemovic 	
Christine Yannick 	
Stephen Yarnot 	
Sandra Young 	
Paul and Denise Yourick	
John Yugovich 	
Joseph Yuhasse 	
Richard Yurick 	
Andrew Zanaglio 	
Andrea Zebrasky 	
Georgia Zeedick 	
Janet Zegar 	
David Ziemke 	
Barbara Zirngibl 	
Joe Zord 	
Kathleen Zrust 	
James Zumbo 	
Tom Zytka 

 Academic Village at Point 
Park University
Anonymous
Carol and Joe Massaro Family Fund
Colcom Foundation

Dr. Diane Maldonado
Duquesne Light Company
Laurel Foundation
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation
Agnes Riley
R. P. Simmons Family Charitable Trust 
   of The Pittsburgh Foundation
Margaret Stampahar
Tasso Katselas Associates, Inc. (TKA)
The Heinz Endowments

 Corporations, Foundations 
and Government Grants
Alcoa Foundation	
Allegheny County Economic  
   Development Community 
   Infrastructure and Tourism Board
Allegheny Land Trust	
Berks County Intermediate Unit	
Colcom Foundation	
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
   Department of Community and 
   Economic Development
Congressional-directed Award 
   sponsored by Senator 
   Arlen Specter	
Hilda M. Willis Foundation	
Jenzabar	
Massey Charitable Trust	
Multicultural Arts Initiative	 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board
Pittsburgh Board of Education	
Pittsburgh Child Guidance  
   Foundation	
The Grable Foundation	
The Pittsburgh Foundation	
University of Pittsburgh	
Washington Family Fund	
YWCA of Greater Pittsburgh

 Special Events
A.G. Mauro Co.
James and Francine Abraham
AHRCO
AlliedBarton Security Services
Aramark Educational Services Inc.
ARS, Inc of Pennsylvania
Diane Balcom
Richard Barbarita
Dolores Barber
Barnes and Noble 
   College Bookstore Inc.
BNY Mellon Corporation
Bognar & Company
Richard and Anne Marie Boyd
George Bromall
Nancy Bromall
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney P.C.
Building Control Systems Inc.
James and Darlyn Campolongo
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Dr. Paul Caplan
Linda Caputo
Cynthia Carrow
Guy Catania
Larry Cervi
CJL Engineering
Cohen & Grigsby P.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Collins
Continental Building Systems
Costello Chiropractic Center
Daniel Crossey
Lynn Cummings
Betty Davis
Gary and Mary DeJidas
Mr. and Mrs. Roger D’Emidio
Richard DeYoung
Carolelinda Dickey
Louis DiNardo
Direct Mail Service Inc.
DRS Architects
David Duncan
Duncan Accounting & 
   Tax Services, Inc.
Duncan Insurance Group Inc.
Duquesne Litho Inc.
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott
Eden Hall Foundation
Elg Haniel Metals Corp
Larry Elliot
Linda Esposto
David Fabilli
Helen Fallon
Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh
Federated Investors Inc.
Carol Finley
Richard and Carol Finley
Philip Frank
Frank Sinatra Advertising
Nancy Fry
GAI Consultants Inc.
The Honorable and 
   Mrs. Robert C. Gallo
Ken Gargaro
Lucy Garrighan
Gateway Engineers Inc.
Mariann and Dr. Stan Geyer
Seth Grattan
Richard Hager, Jr.
Tracy and Dr. Katherine Henderson
Henderson Brothers
Highmark Inc.
Historical Society Of Western PA
Soren Hogsgaard
Hornfeck Engineering Inc.
Howard Hanna Co.
Howard Hanna Realty
Industrial Employees Inc.
ISS Pittsburgh
Samuel Jackendoff
Donald and Marilyn Jenkins
Samuel and Joanie Kamin
William King
Rochelle Klein
Rose Kutsenkow
Jo Ann Kylander

Joseph Lagana
Roy Lahet
Kiesha Lalama-White
Langholz Wilson & Assoc.
LaRoche College
Dr. Larry Leahy
Lexus of North Hills
Marc and Patricia Liebman
Lighthouse Electric Company Inc.
Littler Mendelson
Logical Automation
Louis Anthony Jewelers
Kathryn Madej
Mahla Office Equipment
Dr. Diane Maldonado
Bridget Mancosh
Manheim Pittsburgh
Eric and Branita Mann
Johnna Maryak
Joseph Massaro III
Steven Massaro
Massaro Corporation
John and Joan Mazur
McKamish Chesapeake Inc.
McKeever Varga & Senko
MedExpress
MEDRAD
Millcraft Industries Inc.
Cheryl and Jimmy Miller
Mt. Lebanon Office Equipment Co.
Kevin Mullen
National City Bank of Pennsylvania
John Noble
NOVA Chemicals Inc.
Thomas Oehmler
Robert O’Gara
Dee Jay Oshry
William O’Toole
Oxford Development Company
P. J. Dick Inc.
P.L. Frank Inc
Lisa Patterson
John Paul
Keith Paylo
Nicole Peffer
Pennsylvania Trane Inc.
Perfido Weiskopf Architechts
Dr. Charles and Ruth Perkins
Nicolas Petrov
Mark Phillis
Jack Piatt
Lucas Piatt
Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera
Plantscape Inc.
PNC Bank NA
Precision Electrical Contractors Inc.
Dr. Charles Quillin
R & V Associates
Ruth Rauluk
Marvin and Sheila Rawlings
David Reichenecker
Clayton Rios
Diane Robertson
Bruce Robinson
RPC Video Inc.

Christine Schaeffer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schilleci
Mary Clark Scott
Shadyside Dentistry
Carol Sinatra
Sippel Co., Inc.
Melissa Smith
Richard Sofelkanik
Mary Ellen Solomon
Specialized Security Response Inc.
Spectra Contract Flooring Services Inc.
Charles and Jean Stout
Anthony Szuszczewicz
John Tabacchi
Earl Bohn and Mary Beth Taylor
The Audrey Hillman Fisher Foundation
The Design Alliance Architects
The Hill Group Inc.
The Tomayko Group LLC
ThyssenKrupp Elevator Corporation
TKA Architects
John Tomayko, Ph.D.
TriState Capital Bank
Tucker Arensberg P.C.
Turner Construction Company
United States Steel Corporation
UPMC
Bruce Varga
Charles Vater
Ronald and Patricia Violi
Brian Walker
Wealth Preservation & 
   Management Inc.
Dr. George and Kathleen White
William R. Snyder Funeral Home
Trudy Williams
WTW Architects Inc.
YMCA of Pittsburgh
Richard and Dr. Nancy Zelonka

*Deceased

Can’t find your name? 
It could be because…
 …we made a mistake. Every effort goes into 
ensuring the accuracy of this report. If we made 
an error or omission, please accept our apologies 
and notify us to ensure our records are corrected.
 
…you asked that your gift be anonymous. 
 
…you made your gift after our fiscal year ended. 
Gifts made after August 31, 2009, will be 
recognized in next year’s list of donors.
 
Please contact the Office of Annual Giving at 
412-392-3999 or annualfund@pointpark.edu if 
you have any concerns about your listing.

		  Thank you!
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1969 grads walked on water  
at commencement

“In 1969, Point Park College held 
commencement on the American Wind 
Symphony’s converted coal barge, the 
original Point Counterpoint, on the Al-
legheny River. Construction on Three 
Rivers Stadium was under way. Point 
Park President Arthur Blum presided 
over the ceremony and our commence-
ment speaker was Stewart L. Udall, who 
served as Secretary of the Interior during 
the Kennedy administration. It was ex-
tremely hot that day. The audience was 
seated on the shore and we walked up a 
gangplank and onto the barge to receive 
our diplomas. I was among nine who re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in mathemat-
ics and computer science. I especially 
appreciated the size of Point Park, as 
well as the diversity of the student body 
and the faculty. The professors valued 
our input. We all knew that we were part 
of building Point Park. We used to say 
that we were real ‘Pioneers.’”

–John Yugovich (A&S 1969)
Verona, Pa.

From Panama to Point Park 

“In 1964, Point Park opened its doors 
to students from different countries 
as part of a venture to become more 
international. The school offered a half 
scholarship to international students 
with high academic averages. I came 
to Point Park from Panama, and there 
were scholarship students from other 
countries in Central America, South 
America and Europe. We were offered 
the opportunity to live with families in 
neighborhoods such as Squirrel Hill, 
where Point Park’s founder Dr. Dorothy 
Finkelhor lived. I became friends with 
her daughter Naomi and stayed with the 
Finkelhors. In exchange for room and 
board, we agreed to provide babysitting 
services. It was a wonderful experi-
ence for getting to know the American 
culture and become part of a community. 
We received very personal attention. I 
studied accounting and went on to be-
come a licensed clinical psychologist in 
California. My years at Point Park were 
wonderful and very enriching.” 

–Nida Fernandez, Ph.D. (A&S 1966)
Newport Beach, Calif.

In 2010, Point Park University 

celebrates its 50th anniversary. 

In the Winter 2009 issue of 

The Point, we asked alumni 

and friends to share their 

campus reminiscences and 

memories. Here are some of 

the stories they shared: 



“I attended Point Park from 1972-1976, 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics and a minor in computer 
science. A “cross registration” program 
enabled me to take a half dozen comput-
er courses at the University of Pittsburgh. 
My experience was that Point Park had 
an exceptional faculty, every bit as good 
as Pitt’s. The biggest advantage was that 
the Point Park professors were available 
and approachable. I received an excellent 
education, which has allowed me to com-
pete very well with some well-educated 
and bright folks from very prestigious 
colleges and universities. I currently have 
a lead position of a team that administers 
engineering computing environments 
for the Nuclear Fuels Division of West-
inghouse Electric Company. Without the 
solid education I received, I could not 
have advanced to my current position. If 
Point Park is even half as good as it was 
during my attendance, I wouldn’t hesitate 
to recommend it to anyone today.”

–Duane Altman (A&S 1976) 
Penn Hills, Pa.

Father and son recall dedicated  
faculty, quality academics

“I was a certified public accountant and 
I started teaching accounting classes at 
Point Park in 1962. It was still a junior 
college at that point. Over the 19 years 
I taught at Point Park, I also served as 
chairman of the business and accounting 
department during various periods. As 
a teacher, I think you try to give people 
[the skills] you have that they can use 
in the future. I’m 83 years old and have 
run into people who recognize me as ‘Mr. 
Altman.’ Those former students are in 
their sixties today. After the many years 
that have passed, it’s nice to see that 
we have successful alumni and they are 
contributing back. However, if not for the 
efforts of that core group of faculty and 
administrators and students in the early 
years, there wouldn’t be an institution 
today. If you’re an idealist and you want 
to achieve something you’re going to feel 
pride when it becomes successful, even 
many years later. Point Park has come 
a long way. I think it’s done a lot for the 
city of Pittsburgh.”

–Ralph Altman
North Hills, Pa.
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“If not for the  
efforts of that 

core group in the 
early years, there 

wouldn’t be an  
institution today.”

An academic legacy 

“In 1965, I was completing my doctor-
ate at the University of Pittsburgh when 
I noticed a job posting in Pitt’s Geology 
department. Point Park was seeking 
someone to teach two new courses in 
physical geology and historical geol-
ogy. I interviewed, was soon offered a 
full-time position teaching physics and 
other courses, and have been here 
ever since. These days, I mainly teach 
courses in civil engineering technol-
ogy. When I started, I had only a few 
students and Point Park had only two 
buildings. It was family-type atmosphere, 
and we got to know everyone well. For 
example, the Finklehors invited faculty 
and their families to summer picnics at 
their farm in the Laurel Highlands. Over 
the years I have known first and second 
generations of Point Park students. 
Today, as I watch Point Park expand and 
build its Academic Village in Downtown 
Pittsburgh, I realize that what’s truly 
important is not the cover of the book, 
but what’s inside. The reason we exist is 
to provide strong academics. That’s why 
we’re here.”
 

–John J. Kudlac, Ph.D.
Professor, Earth Sciences &  

Engineering Technology
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Alumni help hometown hockey team achieve 
business and communications goals

by Colleen C. Derda
Photos by Martha Rial

McMillan and Peart 
Lead Pens in Assists
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	 Tom McMillan,
	 Vice President, 
	 Communications

Like all Pittsburgh hockey fans, 
Tom McMillan (COM 1978) has 
experienced the Penguins’ highs 
and lows. From disappointing 
finishes in the 1980s, back-to-
back Stanley Cup championships 
of the early 1990s, the team’s 
near bankruptcy, Mario Lemieux’s 
ownership, the 2004-05 lockout, 
Sidney Crosby’s arrival, the start 
of the Consol Energy Center 
construction, and the 2008-
2009 Stanley Cup championship, 
McMillan has seen it all – from 
several vantage points.

A Pittsburgh native and hockey 
fan since childhood, McMillan 
experienced the team’s ups and 
downs as a newspaper writer, 
columnist, editor, freelancer, 
radio talk show host and team 
executive. 

“Years ago I didn’t foresee 
being a team’s vice president of 
communications,” says McMillan. 

	 David Peart,
	 Vice President, 
	 Business Partnerships

David Peart (COM 1984) credits 
Point Park’s culture, which is 
steeped in practical experience, 
with launching his career. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins executive 
says the hands-on learning 
environment that benefited him 
in the early 1980s will also serve 
his son, who plans to start a 
Point Park education this fall. 

As the team’s vice president of 
business partnerships, David 
Peart creates sponsorship 
opportunities for founding 
partners of the new Consol 
Energy Center. He returned to 
Pittsburgh in 2009 after 15 years 
in revenue generation, marketing 
and venue planning for sports 
and entertainment facilities 
across the country.

Peart accepted the opportunity, 
“almost too good to pass up,” to 
work with the Penguins again 

and be a part of the Consol 
Energy Center project. His 
experience with new facilities 
includes American Airlines Center 
in Dallas, Reliant Stadium in 
Houston and the San Francisco 
49ers’ proposed stadium.

Peart says his work in sports-
related fields started back at 
Point Park, where faculty and 
alumni worked hard to get 
students practical experience. “I 
had an internship my sophomore 
year that was the direct result of 
an individual, a couple of years 
ahead, who was actively helping 
to bring students into business.”  

The opportunity gained him a 
job at KQV Radio in production 
of Penguin games. He moved 
to the team when it took radio 
rights in-house, and he worked 
in corporate sales during the 
early 1990s and two Stanley 
Cup championship seasons. 
During this time, Peart obtained 
a master’s in public management 
at Carnegie Mellon University 
and started working for SMG, 
where he sold sponsorships for 
arenas, stadiums, convention 
centers and other venues 
in the company’s western 
region. He later served as a 
vice president with Southwest 
Sports Group and professional 
teams, including the Dallas 
Stars, Houston Texans and San 
Francisco 49ers. He recently he 
ran his own consulting company. 

Peart is planning for six to eight 
founding partners at the Consol 
Energy Center. The long-term, 
seven-figure deals will allow 
companies to sponsor entry 
gates, concourses and other 

Looking back, he says his years 
of diverse media experience 
led to the job, which he started 
in 1996. The Point Park 
journalism graduate says he 
tells students that they must be 
open to all kinds of experiences 
because they never know 
where those will lead. It’s advice 
he remembers from Vince 
LaBarbera, who headed the 
journalism program during his 
Point Park years, but something 
students – then and now – 
aren’t always ready to hear. 

 “I expected to be working for a 
newspaper for 25 years. And I 
wanted to be a columnist until I 

actually did the job.” Things don’t 
always turn out as planned, says 
McMillan, and many jobs related 
to sports are not necessarily what 
people expect them to be. So his 
advice to students also includes 
learning as much as possible 
about a range of jobs, preparing 
for long hours and knowing you 
will rarely be sitting and enjoying 
watching games. “For game 
seven in Detroit, I probably saw 
live about seven minutes of 
action,” he says. 

McMillan doesn’t hesitate to 
share the full range of emotions 
he’s experienced over the years 
working in hockey. He recently 
spoke to a facilities and venue 
class in the Sports, Arts and 
Entertainment Management 
program, talking about his work 
with the media, answering 
students’ questions and soliciting 
opinions. 

The Penguins are known 
throughout the National Hockey 
League and professional sports 
for connecting with young 

“landmark” areas and to host 
interactive exhibits, such as 
a planned all-time team zone 
and hall of fame. He says that 
economic conditions continue 
to limit traditional sponsorship 
categories, and that his team 
must seek nontraditional 
sponsors and develop new ways 
to create value for companies 
that invest. “Here in Pittsburgh, 
we’re fortunate that sports are 
such an important part of the 
region.” Peart notes that the 
city has been more resilient 
than other parts of the country 
and that the only sports naming 
rights deal completed in an 
18- to 24-month period was the 
Consol Energy Center. 

He hopes to involve Point Park 
students in the new facility and 
provide opportunities for them to 
“experience some of the things 
we have to offer here.”

fans. McMillan says the team 
is aggressive in using focus 
groups, student offers, special 
events, Web site innovations and 
new media to engage college 
students and to build its fan 
base of both passionate and 
casual followers. Point Park 
students recently presented a 
study to the team’s marketing 
department. “We value students’ 
viewpoints,” says McMillan. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have 
the fastest-growing team brand in 
the NHL and one of the fastest-
growing team brands in all of 
professional sports, according to 
a Forbes analysis in 2009. The 
magazine also recognized the 
team for the most-visited NHL 
Web site in the United States and 
for its local television ratings.
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 of being a Point Park alumnus?

Do
 yo

u know about the extra benefits

•	 Discounts on community classes offered by Point Park

•	 Free access to the University’s Office of Career Development

•	 Discounts on Liberty Mutual auto, home and renter’s insurance

•	 Discounts on medical, long-term care, dental  
	 and pet insurance

•	 Access to select University facilities such as  
	 the Library and Recreation Center 

•	 Access to the many events sponsored by the  
	 Office of Alumni Relations 

Visit www.pointpark.edu/Alumni/BenefitsandServices to find  
out about these benefits and more!

Dear fellow alumni,

Point Park has much to celebrate in 2010! 

This year marks the University’s 50th anni-

versary, and it’s a great opportunity to come 

together to celebrate our common history and 

all that has been accomplished over the past 

five decades. On September 24-26, we’ll be 

hosting an Alumni Weekend that will provide 

plenty of opportunities to reunite with friends, 

classmates and former teachers. You’ll also 

be able to explore new subjects and bolster 

your skills in our mini-university sessions that 

will be offered that weekend. You won’t want 

to miss it! For details, stay tuned to our Web 

site at www.pointpark.edu/Alumni and visit 

our Facebook page (search for Point Park 

University Alumni).

When I look back over my own Point Park 

experience, including my service as president 

of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, 

one of the things I am most proud of is the 

dedication of my fellow board members. This 

group has devoted countless volunteer hours 

toward the development of key programs such 

as the Pioneer Alumni Recruitment Program 

(PART), in which alumni can help prospec-

tive students make a connection with Point 

Park. They also help guide the development 

of special events such as our annual holiday 

party, and so much more. Our volunteer board 

represents the best of Point Park’s past and 

the exciting growth in our future. Here’s to  

our next 50 years of Point Park pride!

John Taormina (A&S 2000, MBA 2001)

President, Alumni Association Board of  

Directors



CLASS NOTES
where she has regulatory responsibility for the 
establishment of all new schools. She previ-
ously served as assistant vice president for 
international regulatory affairs and compliance 
at EDMC.

Tim Estiloz (COM 1982) has been accepted 
as a member of the Broadcast Film Critics’ 
Association, which honors Hollywood’s top 
stars for their best performances in film in 
the Critics’ Choice Awards, televised annually 
from Hollywood, Calif.

Jana Pail (COM 1989) is in-house legal coun-
sel to the Chapter 13 Standing Trustee for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania, where she 
represents the Trustee in U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court. Jana received her law degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh in 2001.

William B. Fogle (A&S 1983), a lieutenant 
colonel (retired) in the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, co-founded Vali Cooper Interna-
tional LLC in March 2009 with three fellow 
retired Army officers. Fogle, who earned his 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering 
technology at Point Park, serves as executive 
vice president of VCI. After serving 21 years 
in the Army, he relocated to Louisiana. He 
and his wife have three children. 

Michael Mauer (COM 1984), a veteran of 
operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm 
has been selected for induction into the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Veterans Hall of 
Fame. Mauer was honored for his outstand-
ing service to the community and to fellow 
soldiers. As quartermaster for VFW Post 
914 since 2003, Mauer organized several 
welcome home events for veterans return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan and secured 
grants to fund these activities. He also was 
selected as a National Aide-De-Camp by 
the VFW in 2006. While on active duty, he 
served as an Army photojournalist. He was 
named noncommissioned officer in charge 
of the U.S. Central Command’s command 
information office, which served more than 
500,000 troops assigned to the first Persian 
Gulf War. For his efforts, he was awarded the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal by Gen. 
H. Norman Schwarzkopf. He also received 
one of the Army’s highest journalism honors 
for writing, the Keith L. Ware award. Fol-
lowing his military service, Mauer worked in 

 1980s
Peter Wentzel (COPA 1982) has joined 
Media Rights Capital as head of production 
finance, overseeing film, television and digital 
production. MRC’s recent theatrical releases 
include Bruno, The Invention of Lying, The 
Box and Shorts. Wentzel previously complet-
ed engagements at Disney/ABC and Warner 
Bros. He recently completed wrapping M. 
Night Shyamalan’s latest film, Devil, and The 
Adjustment Bureau starring Matt Damon and 
Emily Blunt.

Rose Marie Quattrocchi McKain (COM 
1982) is the new assistant vice president of 
the startup campuses department at Edu-
cation Management Corporation (EDMC), 

the financial services industry, including the 
credit department of Kaufmann’s department 
stores and PNC Bank. He is now employed 
as a housing counselor with the Mon Valley 
Initiative in Homestead. An avid runner, he 
has participated in each official 10 kilometer 
running of the Richard S. Caliguiri City of 
Pittsburgh Great Race since 1997.  He also 
competed in the relay portion of last year’s 
Pittsburgh Marathon. Mauer and his wife, 
Marsey, who earned her bachelor’s degree in 
business management at Point Park in 1984, 
are parents of two daughters. The couple will 
celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary in 
November 2010.

 1990s
Kimberly (McCarty) Rullo (COM 1996) 
served as guest curator for Future Tenant’s 
winter show, which ran last January and Feb-
ruary and explored the way people communi-
cate with each other through technology. Do 
You Understand? Communication through 
Technology featured the work of 20 Pitts-
burgh-area artists (recruited by Rullo) who 
used a variety of media to explore the modern 
complexities of human communication in a 
“faceless” age. Rullo is a graphic designer 
with clients in southwestern Pennsylvania 

Kimberly Rullo curated Do You Understand? 
Communication Through Technology at Future 
Tenant last winter.

Picture of Salzman book cover
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Mary Brigid Salzman (BUS 1985, 1999, 
2004) is the author of the children’s book 
Ginger the Happy Cat Finds a Home, 
published by Tate Publishing and Enter-
prises in 2009. “When I adopted Ginger 
from Animal Friends, I never dreamed 
that I would be rewarded with 20 fabulous 
years together,” said Salzman, who lives in 
Canonsburg, Pa. “Ginger’s spirit encour-
aged me to put pen to paper and I hope it 
will encourage you to adopt a pet from an 
animal shelter or from right off the streets.” 
The story follows Ginger and her shelter 
friends as they await real families and real 
homes. Salzman is donating proceeds from 
the book to the Caryl Gates Gluck Resource 
Center at Animal Friends, a Pittsburgh 
organization dedicated to “ensure the well 
being of companion animals, while ending 
overpopulation, abuse and unwarranted eu-
thanasia,” according to their Web site, www.
thinkingoutsidethecage.org. Salzman’s book 
is in bookstores, or can be ordered at www.
tatepublishing.com/bookstore.
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and beyond, including Trail Behind, a Lake 
Tahoe, Calif.-based company that specializes 
in design for iPhone applications. She is also 
a conceptual artist and partner at Isaac Rullo 
Conceptual Artistry, with fellow Point Park 
alumnus Brent Isaac (COPA 1994). Their 
projects have been exhibited at such venues 
as the Andy Warhol Museum, the Meter 
Room, the Blue Ruin Gallery and the South-
side Works, and their work has been featured 
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review and Pittsburgh’s City Paper. 
She is married to David Rullo, who also stud-
ied at Point Park. The couple has a four-year 
old son, Jackson.  

 2000s
Elizabeth Simmons, (COPA 2003) performed 
in the play Hysteria Oct. 7 through Nov. 1 
at the Rep Stage in Columbia, Md. (www.
repstage.org). She worked for the last two 
years in Los Angeles, appearing in several 
television and film productions, including 
Parks and Recreation (NBC), Family Jewels 
(AFI), The Last Hymn (USC), and Undercover 
History-Atomic Bomb (National Geographic 
Television).   

Marcus Stevens (COPA 2003), an actor 
and playwright, performed in Forever Plaid at 
Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera in October 2009. 
Last August, he played the Barber in Man 
of La Mancha at Sacramento Music Circus, 
and prior to that he appeared in Forbidden 
Broadway’s Greatest Hits at Philadelphia’s 
Walnut Street Theatre in May and June 2009. 
Stevens also wrote Making a Scene for 25 
Years, the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust’s 25th An-
niversary Gala, which premiered last October.

Megan Rummel (BUS 2003) is the new 
regional representative for Butler County for 
U.S. Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper, D-3rd. Previ-
ously, Rummel served as legislative assistant 
to state Rep. Jaret Gibbons, D-10th. She 
was based in Slippery Rock and managed 
outreach for Gibbons. Rummel earned her 
M.B.A. from Point Park. 

Charlene Bidula (COM 2003, BUS 2009) 
is a communications specialist with the 
Westmoreland Museum of American Art in 
Greensburg, Pa.

Stacey Enyart (COPA 2005) is the owner 
and artistic director of Suncoast Dance 
Theatre in Lutz, Fla. A Florida native, she 
founded the strictly technique-based dance 
facility in 2008. Students range in age from 3 
to adult. Enyart has studied with many com-
panies and choreographers, including Point 
Park Professors Ron Tassone and Nicolas 
Petrov, Michelle Assaf, Cleveland San Jose 
Ballet, Savion Glover, Kenneth Laws, Mia Mi-
chaels, Ballet Met, Margaret Morrison, David 
Parsons, Gill Stroming and Tim Veach. She 
has also performed for Celebrity Cruises, and 
traveled from British Columbia, down the west 
coast, through the Panama Canal, across the 
ocean, up the Baltic and down the Mediter-
ranean seas. In addition to performing, Enyart 
has choreographed for numerous companies 
throughout the United States, the U.K. and 
Scotland. Visit www.suncoastdancetheatre.
com.

Amy Lutz (COM 2002) reports that “after 
spending the past six years anchoring in 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, North Carolina 
and South Carolina, I am finally closer to 
home. In September 2009 I accepted a job 
as morning and noon anchor at WSYX-TV in 
Columbus, Ohio. I anchor five hours a day, but 
love every minute!”

Matthew Decort (A&S 2005) is the new 
owner of Matthew R. Decort Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services, Inc. in Portage, Pa. He 
purchased the former Beck Funeral Home 
last November. A native of Portage and the 
great grandson of a funeral director, Decort 
told the Johnstown Tribune Democrat that he 
became interested in the business through his 
grandmother. The funeral business is about 
developing relationships with families, accord-

ing to Decort. “Funeral directing is something 
I’ve always wanted to do. When someone 
comes into the funeral home, I want them to 
feel like a name and not just a number.” The 
son of Portage District Judge Galen Decort, 
he received his bachelor’s degree in profes-
sional studies – funeral services at Point Park.

Ken Murphy (A&S 2007) has been appointed 
supervisor of facilities for the Butler Health 
System. He joined Butler Memorial Hospi-
tal in 1980 as a heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning technician. He has been working 
with Butler Memorial’s Office of Organizational 
Excellence. Murphy holds a bachelor’s degree 
in professional studies from Point Park. He 
lives in Summit Township with his wife Donna 
and two children.  

Michele Langbein, Ph.D. (BUS 2002, 
2005), an assistant professor in the School 
of Business and director of the Saturday Fast 
Accelerated Business Program at Point Park, 
successfully defended her doctoral disserta-
tion, The Effects of Age and Experience on 
Levels of Leadership Practices of Nontradi-
tional Undergraduate Management Students, 
last November at Robert Morris University. 
Langbein earned her Ph.D. in the Instructional 
Management and Leadership program at 
Robert Morris.

Justin LaBar (COM 2009), a multimedia 
producer and reporter for the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review, was honored by the Trib for 
his Web reporting on stories ranging from 
news and features to sports. LaBar, who 
received a record number of nomination votes 
in his category, was presented with the award 
by publisher Richard Scaife. The award also 
recognized increased traffic and hits related to 
the viewing of videos on TribLIVE.com. LaBar 
became a full-time member of the newspaper 
in August 2009. He began reporting for the 
Trib on a freelance basis earlier last year when 
he covered the Super Bowl. 

Robin Abramson (COPA 2003) was named 
2009 Performer of the Year by the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette for her performances in Black-
bird and Mary’s Wedding, both at City Theatre 
in Pittsburgh. The Post-Gazette’s Christopher 
Rawson wrote that Abramson “displayed 
extraordinary emotional range. In Stephen 
Massicotte’s comi-tragic Mary’s Wedding last 

Stacey Enyart with students
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spring, Abramson played a young Canadian 
bride of about 20 who, glowingly transparent 
with both goofy love and frantic fear, watches 
her new husband (a touching Braden Moran) 
go off to World War I. Telling her own story, 
she also plays all the others in her retrospec-
tive imaginative version of his fate. Then [last] 
fall, in David Harrower’s harrowing Blackbird, 
she played Una, 27, who comes back after 
15 unhappy years to confront the middle-age 
man who had raped her when she was 12…
Una is composed of both need and fury, 
as tormented and opaque as Mary is loving 
and luminous. Together, they made for an 
astonishing dual demonstration of truthful, 
heart-stirring acting.” According to the Post-
Gazette, “Abramson is one of the youngest 
to be named PG Performer of the Year. Just 
28, she grew up in Monroeville and acted at 
Gateway High School before going to Point 
Park University, where she played in Three 
Sisters and Floyd Collins. Since graduating 
into the professional ranks in 2003, she has 
done The Sisters Rosensweig and Fiddler on 
the Roof at the Jewish Theater of Pittsburgh 
and Othello for Unseam’d Shakespeare.” She 
appeared in Outlying Island at City and played 
the title role of Tammy Ryan’s FBI Girl for 
Playhouse Rep.

Cindy Komarinski (BUS 2000), associate 
professor at Westmoreland County Communi-
ty College, is one of eight culinary profession-
als from across the United States recently se-
lected to serve as an apprenticeship regional 
trainer by the American Culinary Federation 
Education Foundation. Komarinski, who has 
taught culinary arts and hospitality program 
courses for the past 11 years at WCCC, was 
selected for her involvement and contributions 
to the American Culinary Federation Educa-
tion Foundation (ACFEF) Apprenticeship Pro-
gram. She and the seven other apprentice-
ship regional trainers will serve in a volunteer 
capacity, visiting apprenticeship sites across 
the country to provide guidance on how to 
implement new initiatives resulting from a 
$481,200 U.S. Department of Labor grant 
awarded to ACFEF. The grant-funded initia-
tives include incorporating green, eco-friendly 
and sustainable practices for the industry and 
the development of 10 interim credentials. 
Currently, the ACFEF has 60 apprenticeship 
programs throughout the United States with 
689 registered apprentices, including 65 
WCCC baking and pastry and culinary arts 
apprenticeship students. The apprenticeship 

programs, which are developed in coopera-
tion with local American Culinary Federation 
(ACF) chapters, foodservice establishments 
and local colleges, provide on-the-job training 
and educational components and conclude 
with an associate degree in culinary arts or 
pastry arts. Komarinski holds two professional 
ACF credentials: certified chef d’cuisine and 
certified culinary educator. In addition, she has 
earned an associate degree in culinary arts 
from WCCC, a bachelor’s degree from Robert 
Morris University, an M.B.A. degree from 
Point Park, and certificates of competence in 
baking and food management, production and 
service from Indiana University of Pennsylva-
nia. Twice recognized by her local ACF Laurel 
Highlands Chapter for contributions to the 
profession, Komarinski received its Chef of 
the Year Award in 2006 and its President’s 
Award in 1996. Active within the ACF Laurel 
Highlands Chapter, Komarinski is currently 
serving her second term as president and 
previously held the offices of vice president 
and treasurer.  

Braden Moran and Robin Abramson in Mary’s 
Wedding at City Theatre. Photo by Suellen 
Fitzsimmons.
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In Memoriam
Stephanie S. Polink Page (COPA 1976, BUS 2008) of Greensburg, died Jan. 23, 2010, in 
UPMC Presbyterian in Pittsburgh. She was 54. Born in Uniontown, Page was the daughter of 
the late Steve A. Polink and Mary L. Nepa Polink. One of the university’s first jazz dance ma-
jors, she was a devoted champion of the Renal Support Network and a dedicated advocate of 
the Wellness and Education Kidney Advocacy Network (weCAN). She also worked tirelessly as 
a volunteer HOPEline operator and speaker for PEPP. Memorial contributions may be made to 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church in Fairchance, Pa., or the Center for Organ Recovery 
and Education (CORE) in Pittsburgh. 

Laurence Paul Dunbar Gaines Jr. (COM 1988) died November 10, 2009, from complications 
of a stroke he experienced earlier last year. He was 43. The stroke caused partial paralysis to 
his left side and affected his speech, but Gaines fought back and had returned as executive 
producer of the nationally syndicated Bev Smith Show just before his death. According to his 
obituary in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Gaines became well known as “the witty, skilled, in-
dispensable producer of radio talk shows hosted by Bev Smith, Doug Hoerth and Lynn Cullen, 
among others. “Laurence was a rare breed in this business,” Smith said. “There was nothing 
I asked of him that I didn’t get. I’d ask him for a needle in a haystack and when I got behind 
the microphone I had that needle. That’s what made him special.” Doug Hoerth said he was 
blessed to have worked with Mr. Gaines from 1993 through 1998 on WTAE-AM radio. Gaines 
became Hoerth’s sidekick, often speaking on air, wittily conversing with the host or doing his 
dead-on impersonations. At perfect moments, he would punctuate Hoerth’s monologues with 
sound-effects ranging from movie dialogue to songs to horns and buzzers. “They were five of 
the happiest years of my life,” Hoerth said of his time working with Gaines. “Laurence was the 
one of the most talented people I worked with in my 30 years in radio, one of the most talented 
people in broadcasting.”

Drop us a 
note!
Visit www.pointpark.edu/
classnote to share your 
news.
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In addition, through social media technologies, 
alumni can have instant access to updates 
on campus events and activities. Nearly 800 
people have already signed up as fans of the 
Alumni Relations Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/pointparkalumni.

“Our main purpose is to engage people with 
the life of the University and the life of other 
alumni. We are helping to create and sustain 
lifelong relationships with the University,” says 
Pine. He and his staff share a commitment 
and enthusiasm for higher education.

Since joining the Office of Alumni Relations in 
2006, Pine has made it a priority to find ways 
to connect with alumni. During the 2009-
2010 academic year, he and his staff have ar-
ranged events in 17 cities across the country 
to enable alumni to share their experiences, 
reconnect with other alumni and learn about 
what’s happening at the University. Pine also 
coordinates events held locally in and around 
the Pittsburgh area, honoring alumni for both 
civic and professional achievements.

“It is a pretty interesting job because we 
are trying to do a lot of different things for 
many, many people. We are not necessarily 
fundraisers for the University. We hope that 
our alumni will contribute to the University 
and help sustain it, but our main purpose is to 

engage people with the life of the University, 
with current students and with each other,” 
says Pine.

Before coming to Point Park, Pine gained 
experience with student housing and study-
abroad programs. He earned his undergradu-
ate degree from Bridgewater State College 
in Massachusetts and a master’s degree 
in higher education administration from the 
University of Georgia. 

Clawson earned her undergraduate degree 
in communications and marketing from the 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown and her 
master’s degree in journalism and communi-
cation from Point Park. Clawson joined the 
Office of Admissions in 2002 and moved to 
the Office of Alumni Relations in 2009. One 
of her main duties is coordinating the Univer-
sity’s PART (Pioneer Admissions Recruitment 
Team) program, which connects alumni with 
prospective students. She also assists with 
alumni networking events and says she is 
in a unique position to help bridge the gap 
between being a student and alumnus.

“It’s really important to create an outreach 
situation so that there is a cycle. That is, 
while you are a student you begin to build a 
relationship with the University and when you 
graduate that relationship continues,” says 

Clawson. “We have a lot of alumni who have 
had such great experiences at Point Park 
that they want to come back to the University. 
They want others to have the same experi-
ence.”

MacDonald joined the Alumni Relations Office 
as its first graduate assistant last August. He 
assists Pine and Clawson and serves as co-
ordinator of student outreach activities. Mac-
Donald coordinates the activities of the Green 
and Gold Society, a group of 16 outstanding 
students who serve as ambassadors for the 
University at various events and activities. “It 
has been a great experience for me to work 
in Alumni Relations,” he says. “While I enjoy 
working with the students the most, working 
with the alumni at various events has been a 
great experience as well.”

MacDonald is pursuing his master’s degree in 
student affairs in higher education at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania. He will serve as 
graduate assistant through the end of his 
studies in May 2011. 
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The Office of Alumni Relations team is working harder than ever 

to connect with the more than 18,000 graduates of Point Park 

University. Manager John Pine, Associate Manager Kelly Clawson 

and Graduate Assistant Kyle MacDonald work together to plan 

national and regional networking events, coordinate volunteer  

programs and maintain student opportunities to help connect 

alumni with the University.

Opposite, from left: Kelly Clawson, John Pine and 
Kyle MacDonald in the Office of Alumni Relations 
in Patterson Hall. Photos by Jim Judkis.



Fall Roundup

The Point Park University volleyball 

team had an historic season in 2009, 

and the Pioneers were just a few 

points shy of putting the program on 

the national stage for the first time.

The Pioneers had a final record of 

32-8, and although they narrowly lost 

in the finals of the American Mideast 

Conference tournament, they had the 

best season in school history.

Had the Pioneers pulled out the victory 

in AMC championship match, they 

would have earned a trip to the NAIA 

tournament, something that only a few 

dozen teams in the country can claim.

Regardless, Point Park set new highs 

in nearly every team accomplishment 

on its way to an outstanding season. 

“It was a great season for us, and 

I am very proud of what the ladies 

accomplished,” said Mike Bruno, who 

 Women’s Soccer
Angela Olivieri and Ashley Goodsell earned 
third-team all-conference honors for the 
Pioneers. Olivieri, a forward, finished her 
career as a four-time All-AMC pick and 
the program’s all-time leading scorer with 
38 goals. Goodsell, a junior, transferred 
to Point Park this year, and started every 
game at midfield. Senior defender Erica 
Mikolay earned all-conference honors 
for a third time, and was named an NAIA 
Scholar-Athlete. Joining Mikolay as 
honorable-mention All-AMC choices were 
junior defender Jo Jo Altebrando and 
sophomore goalkeeper Liz Velez.

 Men’s Soccer
The Pioneers had a relatively young 
team that featured several freshmen 
and transfers. Five underclassmen were 

named honorable-mention all-conference, 
including sophomore goalkeeper Zeke 
O’Donnell, who was second in the nation 
in saves. Freshman forward Francis Tabi 
and sophomore defender Shane Lucas 
were the team’s leading scorers, and 
they were All-AMC honorable-mention 
selections along with freshman forward 
Matt Annecchiarico and freshman 
midfielder Phil Malle.

 Men’s Cross Country
Reuben Rono, a sophomore from Kenya, 
and Dylan Grunn, a freshman from 
Honesdale, Pa., were the top performers 
for the Pioneers. Rono’s best performance 
came at Walsh when he placed ninth with 
a personal-best time of 27:57. Grunn’s 
best time of 28:24 at Waynesburg was 
eight seconds off the school’s freshman 

record set by Rono. Both runners broke 
29 minutes in four meets. Junior Jared 
Ferree, the team’s top runner in 2007, 
battled injuries this year but was named 
an NAIA Scholar-Athlete.

 Women’s Cross Country
Sophomores Lindsay Dill and Sarah Austin 
turned in a strong season for the second-
straight year, and they made up the team’s 
top runners along with veterans Makenzie 
Smith, a senior, and Carina Jollie, a junior. 
Austin finished 11th at Waynesburg to lead 
the Pioneers to a fourth-place showing. 
Dill was Point Park’s top finisher in five 
of seven meets. Smith, a captain, was a 
standout runner for four years, and Jollie 
turned in a personal-best time at the 
conference meet.

completed his fifth season as head 

coach of the Pioneers. “Our kids 

played hard, and they were out there 

playing for each other and having 

fun. That’s what we preach, and they 

bought into that.”

The Pioneers set a school record for 

consecutive victories with 15 straight 

wins in September. Point Park finished 

the regular season strong by taking 

a 10-match winning streak into the 

conference tournament. The Pioneers 

won two playoff matches, including 

an upset of top-seeded Mt. Vernon 

Nazarene in the semifinals.

“We upgraded our defense this year, 

and we had a balanced attack on 

offense,” said Bruno, who has a record 

of 220-140 in 10 years as a head 

coach. “It was a complete, team effort 

from a very cohesive group. Overall, 

we were a pretty young team that had 

some great, veteran leaders. 

Pioneers 
Reach New 
Heights on 
Volleyball 

Court
By Kevin Taylor

Athletics
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Among the long list of team achievements, 

the Pioneers set school records for wins 

in a season and consecutive victories. 

Also, they were undefeated at home and 

were the champions of four regular season 

tournaments.

Senior captain Megan Lamens joined 

fellow captain Rachel Roddy, a junior, on 

the all-conference first team. Lamens 

also earned honorable-mention all-region 

honors. Freshman Lindsey Oberacker 

earned a spot on the All-AMC second 

team and the All-AMC freshmen team. 

“We got some valuable playoff experience, 

and I know we can build on that in the 

future,” said Bruno. “They got a taste of 

what it’s like to compete in the conference 

tournament, and they came really close to 

going to nationals. 

“In the past, when I would explain to them 

what it takes to get to nationals, it was just 

words. Now that they’ve been so close, it 

is something real.”

Kevin Taylor is director of athletic communications 
at Point Park.

The Point Park volleyball team gets 
focused in a pre-match huddle.

Senior captain Megan Lamens led the 
Pioneers to a 32-8 record in 2009

Photos by Murphy Moschetta
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50 ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

Save the Date! September 24-26, 2010

Return to your alma mater and celebrate the past, present and  
future of Point Park!

 Find more information on the celebration, including:

– 50th anniversary schedule

– discounted hotel rates

– department and student club reunions

– the Point Park University Experience

and other exciting details about reconnecting with 
your fellow classmates and faculty members at  
www.pointpark.edu/alumni

POINTTH
E

Point Park University
201 Wood Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

pointpark.edu


