SHAMAYETA BHATTACHARYA
201 Wood Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222

Email: sbhattacharya@pointpark.edu ||| Phone: +1 (860)-208-5398 ||| Google Scholar

EDUCATION

2017 - 2022 Ph.D. in Geography, University of Connecticut, USA

2014-2016

2011-2014

Dissertation Title: Studying Behavioral and Health Access among disadvantaged
communities in India (National Award - Jaques May thesis prize for the best doctoral dissertation
in the field of Health and Medical Geography)
Certificates: Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies

Human Rights
M.Sec. in Geography, Presidency University, Kolkata, India
Thesis Title: “Beyond the City: Examining Walkability in Coastal and Beach
Environments”
B.Sc. in Geography, Presidency University, Kolkata India
Minor in Sociology and Economics

POSITIONS AND EMPLOYMENT

2024 -2025

2024 - 2025

2022 -

present

Adjunct Faculty

Geography, Sustainability, Community, and Urban Studies Department, University of
Connecticut

Interim Director of Graduate studies

Department of Community Engagement and Leadership, Point Park University
Assistant Professor (tenure track)

Department of Community Engagement and Leadership, Point Park University,
Pittsburg, USA

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (*student authors)

Published
2025

2025

2025

2024

2022

2021

2021

McDonald, Y; Caiola, M; Crone, E; Robbins, N; Bhattacharya, S “Community-based
Participatory Geographic Information Systems: Informing a Long-Term Drinking Water
Research Collaboration” Annals of the American Association of Geographers
Bhattacharya, S. “Queering Spatial Humanities”, in Oxford Handbook of Spatial
Humanities, Oxford University Press USA (accepted for publication)

Bhattacharya, S. and Whitkker Bek* “Medication uptake and adherence among
marginalized communities: A South Asian perspective”, part of the Book Series Global
Perspectives on Health Geography, Springer Nature (accepted for publication)
Bhattacharya, S., and Ghosh, D. “MAHI: A Multidimensional Access to Healthcare Index
for hijra, kothi, and transgender individuals.” International Journal of Transgender Health
DOI: 10.1080/26895269.2023.2301306.

Bhattacharya, S., Ghosh, D. and Purkayastha, B. “Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act of India: A critical analysis of the Policy using trans people’s perspectives.”
Journal of Human Rights Practice. DOI: 10.1093/jhuman/huac004.

Bhattacharya, S., “Becoming an Ally and Understanding the Geographies of Gender
Identity: Lessons from Fieldwork.” The Geographical Bulletin 62(2):
https://gammathetaupsilon.org/the-geographical-bulletin/2020s/volume62-2/A/articleS.pdf.
Das, S. and Bhattacharya, S., “Factors affecting beach walkability: Tourists’ perception
study at selected beaches of West Bengal, India.” Journal of Outdoor Recreation and
Tourism. 35, 100423. https://doi.org/10.1016/1.jort.2021.100423
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2020 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Studying physical and mental health status among hijra,
kothi and transgender community in Kolkata, India.” Social Science and Medicine.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2020.113412

Manuscript under review

2026 Murphy, L, and Bhattacharya, S. “Exploring sense of community and place identity via
murals: A photovoice study in the Anthracite Coal Region of Northeastern Pennsylvania,
USA” Annals of the American Association of Geographers

2026 Bhattacharya, S., Abu, T, Cope, M. and Dasgupta, A. “Synergies of participatory mapping
and health geography: A scoping review” Social Science and Medicine

OTHER PUBLICATIONS (NEWSLETTER AND REPORTYS)

2024 Barnes, M., Bator, M. Bhattacharya, S, et al. Convening of Care Collective. “Care in the
Academic Research Enterprise: Reflections and a Call to Action from the Inaugural
Convening of Care” https://doi.org/10.14433/2017.0169

2022 Bhattacharya, S. (Ed.). Health and Medical Geography Specialty Group Newsletter (2022
Issue). American Association of Geographers. https://aag-hmgsg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/03/hmgsg-2022-newsletter-.pdf

GRANTS

2025 Health Equity Scholars for Action, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Title: HERS: Health Equity through Environmental and Reproductive Spatial science
Role: PI; Fund Amount: $260k (Submitted, decision pending)

2021 American Association of Geographers (AAG) dissertation grant ($1000)

2021 Human Rights Institute Dissertation writing fellowship, UConn ($5000)

2021 ACLS Mellon Dissertation writing fellowship ($30,000) (unfunded)

2015 Junior Research Fellowship National Eligibility Test (N.E.T.) conducted by the University

Grants Commission (U.G.C.) of India ($50,000). *Highly competitive national-level merit-
based scholarship. Declined upon acceptance to the University of Connecticut

SELECTED AWARDS AND HONORS

Workshop attendance fellowship

2024 Convening of Care, Washington DC, September 19-20™
2023 Early Career pre-conference workshop on mapping and empowerment, as part of Race,
Place and Ethnicity conference, October 11-13th
External
2023 Jacques May thesis prize (for best dissertation) of Health and Medical Geography specialty
group ($250)
2022 Melinda Meade travel award of Health and Medical Geography specialty group ($60)
2021 Asian Geography specialty group of AAG graduate student paper award ($250)
2021 Latinx geography of AAG student travel award ($100)
2021 Queer and Trans Geography specialty Group of AAG student travel award ($60)
2021 ESRI ArcGIS map competition finalist (Finalist’s story Map here)
2020 Race, Ethnicity, and Place, National Conference Best Student Paper Award ($100)
2020 Peter Gould Graduate Student Paper Award finalist of AAG
2017 Graduate Student Paper Award, NESTVAL Conference, Central Connecticut State
University ($350)
Internal
2021 UConn President’s email congratulating for outstanding research
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2021

Doctoral travel fellowship, UConn ($750)

2021 3-minute thesis competition finalist, UConn

2021 Collaborative to Advance Equity through Research on Women & Girls of Color African
Institute, UConn ($3000)

2020 Doctoral Dissertation Award, UConn Graduate School ($2000)

2020 100 years of Women’s Scholarship, Women’s Center, UConn ($750)

2020 Feminist Praxis Award, Women’s Gender, and Sexuality Institute, UConn ($250)

2019 Summer Fellowship, Department of Geography, UConn ($2000)

2018 Summer Fellowship Women’s Gender and Sexuality Institute, UConn ($500)

2018 Wood/Raith Living Trust summer fellowship ($4000)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Department of Community Engagement and Leadership, Point Park University
Department of Literature, Culture and Society Department, Point Park University

Fall 2025

Instructor  Research and Professional Writing

Fall 2022 - present  Instructor  World Regional Geography [Undergraduate Course]

Fall 2023 - present  Instructor  Introduction to LGBTQI+ studies [Undergraduate Course]
Summer 2023 Instructor  Intro to Spatial Storytelling: A Community-Engaged Approach
Fall 2022 - present  Instructor  Quantitative Research Methods [Grad course, Hybrid Format]
Fall 2022 - present  Instructor  Qualitative Research Methods [Grad Course, Hybrid Format]

Department of Geography, University of Connecticut

2024
2021
2018
2017

Instructor GIS for Health and Environment [Grad Course]

Teaching Assistant  Cities in Western Tradition [UG Class Size 250]
Teaching Assistant ~ Gender and Globalization [Class Size 150]

Teaching Assistant  Introduction to Geography [Class Size 70]

Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, University of Connecticut

2019  Discussion Leader  Gender and Globalization [2 sections of 25 students each]
2018  Discussion Leader  Gender and Sexuality in Everyday Life [same as above]

Invited Guest Lectures

2022 Guest Lecturer GEOG 5000: Research Design

2021 Guest Lecturer WGSS 2255: Sexualities, Activism, and Globalization

2020  Guest Lecturer GEOG 3240: Medical Health Care Geography

2020  Guest Lecturer SOCI 3222: Asian Indian Women, Activism and Social Change

MENTORING AND ADVISING

2025 -
2024 -

2024 -
2023 -
2023 - 2025
2022 - 2025

2022 - 2024
2022 - 2025

Dissertation chair: PhD student, Kerrissa MacPherson
Dissertation chair: PhD student, Tracie Yorke

Dissertation chair: PhD student, Celina Pena
Dissertation committee member: PhD student, Lauren B Lazzari
Dissertation committee member: PhD student, Courtney E Tobin
Dissertation committee member: PhD student, Naznin Bagherynejad
Dissertation committee member: PhD student, Laurie Havrisko
Dissertation chair: PhD student, Lisa Murphy
o Title “CAPACITY: Creating Art via Photovoice Analysis of Community Identity
Themes & imagerY”
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INVITED TALKS

2023 Bhattacharya, S. “SHAKTHI: Studying Healthcare Accessibility among Kothi,
Transgender, and Hijra Individuals”, Penn State University

2023 Bhattacharya, S. “Health applications of GIS: Healthcare access focus.” Mississippi State
University

2022 Bhattacharya, S. “Barriers and facilitators in accessing healthcare among gender diverse
people using a critical accessibility framework.” University of Wisconsin-Madison

2022 Bhattacharya, S. “SHAKTHI: Studying Healthcare Accessibility among Kothi,

Transgender, and Hijra Individuals” Invited Talk, University of Oklahoma. (Virtual).

SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

2024 Bhattacharya, S., and Abu, T, “Synergies of participatory mapping and health geography:
A scoping review”. International Medical Geography Symposium. (Atlanta) Session Chair
2024 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Covid impact disparities in (post)-pandemic times: A

case study of Hijra, Kothi and Transgender people in West-Bengal, India”. Annual American
Association of Geographers Meeting. (Honolulu)

2023 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Evaluating healthcare access index of Hijra, Kothi and
Transgender individuals in Eastern India." Race Ethnicity and Place conference.
(Washington D.C).

2023 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Barriers and facilitator in accessing healthcare among

gender diverse people using a critical accessibility framework.” Annual American
Association of Geographers Meeting. (Denver)

2022 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Barriers and facilitator in accessing healthcare among
gender diverse people using a critical accessibility framework.” Annual American
Association of Geographers Meeting. (Virtual) Session Chair

2021 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. “Understanding healthcare access among gender diverse
people using a critical accessibility framework." Race Ethnicity and Place conference.
(Virtual).

2020 Bhattacharya, S. Purkayastha, B. and Ghosh, D. “Transgender Persons (Protection of

Rights) Act of India: A critical analysis by trans people.” Race Ethnicity and Place
conference. (Virtual). Won student paper award

2020 Bhattacharya, S. and Ghosh, D. Studying physical and mental health issues among Hijra,
Kothi, and Transgender community in urban India. Annual American Association of
Geographers Meeting. (Virtual)

2019 Ghosh, D. and Bhattacharya, S. Spatial relative probability pattern of cancer-screening
behavior among African Americans in the United States. Annual American Association of
Geographers Meeting. Washington D.C.

2017 Bhattacharya, S. and Das, S. “Factors affecting beach walkability: A Tourists' perception
study”. The New England-St. Lawrence Valley Geographical Society (NESTVAL). Central
Connecticut State University. Won student paper award

SOFTWARE SKILLS

GIS and Mapping Software ArcGIS Pro, ArcMap, ArcGIS online, MapInfo
Statistical and coding Software SPSS with Amos; R, Python (beginner),
Qualitative Software Atlas Ti, NVivo, Miro, Qualtrics, Covidence

LEADERSHIP AND AFFILIATION

2017-Present Member of the American Association of Geographers (AAG)
2023-2025 Board Member at Large of Health and Medical Geography Specialty group
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2022-2024  Faculty Board Member of Asian Geography Specialty Group of AAG

2021-2023  Graduate Representative of Mental Health Affinity Group of the AAG

2021-2023  Awards Committee Chair of Queer and Trans Geography Affinity group of the AAG
2020-2022  Graduate Student Representative of Health and Medical Geography Specialty group
2019-2020  President of ‘Tarang’ University of Connecticut’s South Asian Student association
SERVICES

2024 Judge for the International Medical Geography Symposium student paper competition

2023-present
2023
2021
2021
2020-present

Institutional Review Board (IRB) member at Point Park University

Emerging Scholar Awards Committee for the Health and Medical Geography specialty group
Judge on the awards review committee for 100 years of women’s scholarship

Panelist for ‘Writing from Qualitative Data’ during AAG

Reviewer for ‘The Journal of Homosexuality’ (x1); Geospatial Technology for Human Well-
Being and Health (x2); ‘Gender, Place, and Culture’(x1)

2020 Judge for HMGSG Health Data Visualization Award

2020 Organizer of Health and Medical Geography Specialty Group Jacques May Thesis Award
MEDIA COVERAGE

2021 Webb, Alyssa (May 26, 2021). Human Rights Writing Fellowships, UConn Today

2021 Song, Amanda (November 10, 2021). Scholars Highlight Gaps in Research About Women

and Girls of Color in STEM and Public Health Fields, UConn Today
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