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EMBARGOED UNTIL 9 P.M. MAY 28, 2025

PRESS CLUB OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
ANNOUNCES 2025 GOLDEN QUILL WINNERS

David Newell, aka Mr. McFeely, honored with President’s Award; 
Duquesne University professor Maggie Patterson receives Service to Journalism Award

PITTSBURGH, May 28, 2025 – The Press Club of Western Pennsylvania announced the winners of the 61st Golden Quill Awards tonight at Rivers Casino, Pittsburgh. The Golden Quills competition honors professional and student excellence in print, broadcast, photography, videography and digital journalism in Western Pennsylvania and nearby counties in Ohio and West Virginia.

Winners and finalists of the 2025 Golden Quills are:
Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement – News Photo

Winner: “A TPUSA bodyguard stands guard during TPUSA’s ‘You're being brainwashed’ tour event,” Alex Jurkuta, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)
Finalists: 
“Protesters gather outside United Steelworkers headquarters during Biden’s visit to Pittsburgh,” Evan Levine, The Globe (Point Park University)

“Butler shooting vigil,” Esteban Marenco, Penn State Curley Center   

“Full-time faculty take to Wood Street to protest stalled contract bargaining,” Caleb McCartney, The Globe (Point Park University)

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Spot News Photo 
Winner: “Trump survives assassination attempt in Butler,” Shane Dunlap, TribLive 
Finalists:

“Suspect denied bail, fights extradition,” Benjamin B. Braun, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Racer dies in Lernerville Speedway crash,” Holly Mead, Butler Eagle

“A turning point,” Sean Stipp, TribLive

Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement – News Videography
Winner: “Obama campaigns for Harris in local rally,” Ethan Rowinski, Point Park University

Student Excellence in Written Journalism – News

Winner: “Chatham University announces closure of Orchard Hall,” Carson Gates, Chatham University Communiqué   

Finalists:

“Teach-out program offered for two closed PA Universities,” Carson Folio, The Globe (Point Park University)   

“Pennsylvania student media organizations denied press access to Trump campaign events,” Sydney Krasniewski and Kyra McCague, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)

“Maintenance delays, lockouts and a bag of weed: HERE Pittsburgh residents share living struggles one year later,” Spencer Levering, The Pitt News  (University of Pittsburgh) 

Excellence in Written Journalism, Spot/Breaking News – Division 3

Winner: “Just how dangerous are Pittsburgh’s rail bridges? No one knows — yet,” Colin Williams, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Finalists:

“Trouble at the McKeesport Area School District,” Adam Reinherz, Tube City Almanac   

“Exclusive: County officer warned of seeing man with rangefinder before Trump was shot,” John Vranesevich, BeaverCountian.com

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism – Newscast
Winner: “Centre County Report: December 13, 2024,” Centre County Report staff, Centre County Report (Penn State University)  

Finalists:

“U-View Election Show”; Addison Diehl, Ethan Rowinski, Kalliyan Winder and the team at U-View Television, Point Park University 

“RMU Live | 10-18-24,” Malena Kaniuff and Jordan Warrack, Robert Morris University Student Media  

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Spot/Breaking News 
Winner: “Trump rally assassination attempt”; Oliver Morrison, Chris Potter and Susan Scott Peterson, 90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, Spot/Breaking News – Division 2
Winner: “Man charged in CEO’s killing,” David Hurst, Tribune-Democrat   

Finalist: “Body found in basement,” Joshua Byers and Thomas Slusser, Tribune-Democrat   

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism – News

Winner: “Swipe gone wrong: The rise of social media scams,” Haley Jacobs, Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Finalists:

 “Classrooms facing teacher crisis in Pennsylvania,” Haley Jacobs, Centre County Report (Penn State University)

“Faces of the homeless: The number struggling in State College is growing,” Haley Jacobs,
Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Spot/Breaking News 
Winner: “The attempted assassination of Donald Trump,” KDKA-TV News Team

KDKA-TV

Finalists: 

“Donald Trump returns to Butler three months after assassination attempt,” King Jemison and Sebastian Foltz, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“U.S. Steel workers rally in support of deal with Nippon Steel,” King Jemison and Evan Robinson-Johnson, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Trump assassination attempt,” staff, WTAE-TV   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Spot/Breaking News – Division 1
Winner: “Residents describe harrowing moment they got caught under rubble in Clairton apartment explosion,” Roberta Burkhart and Anya Litvak, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists: 

“Trump assassination attempt coverage,” Post-Gazette staff, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Father, 4 children killed in Jeannette house fire,” Renatta Signorini and Rich Cholodofsky, 
TribLive

“Search and rescue teams seek Unity woman who fell down sinkhole,” staff, TribLive 

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Illustration – News or Feature 

Winner: “Trump shooting aftermath,” Ed Yozwick, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists:

 “Dear old Pittsburgh,” Zachary Beresh, Pitt Magazine

“Snowy days,” Stacy Innerst, Pittsburgh Quarterly

“My favorite color is October,” George Schill, Pittsburgh Quarterly

Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement – Page Layout/Design
Winner: Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette layout and design; Melanie Kawai McGinniss, Carlin Whalen, Nathanial Rega and Ryan Amarantes; Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette   

Finalist: The Globe, Issue 11; The Globe Editorial Staff; The Globe (Point Park University)   

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Page Design – Print
Winner: “Black & Cold,” John Lehner, TribLive

Finalists:

“Pittsburgh Brewing,” Anita DuFalla, Pittsburgh Quarterly
“Filled with umami,” Ashley Marchetti, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“American dream,” Jeff Vella, TribLive

Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement – Editorial Cartoon

Winner: “Lecture Laughs: The collective works of Samuel Adekola,” Samuel Adekola, Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette
Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Editorial Cartoon
Winner: “Sunshine laws,” Tim Hartman, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists:

“The Choice,” Rob Rogers, GoComics.com

“Weird friends,” Rob Rogers, GoComics.com

“Speed humps,” Jason Togyer, Print
Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Cover Design – Print
Winner: “Mission failure,” Melanie Wass, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Finalists:

“Pickled guy,” Dan Isenberg, Altoona Mirror

“A flood of dark money,” Diane Juravich, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Dormont is here and queer,” Jeff Schreckengost, Pittsburgh City Paper
Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Feature Photo 

Winner: “Students dance the night away at Disuko’s rave,” Kyle Ferreira, Chatham University Communiqué   

Finalists:

“Vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz makes campaign stop in Pittsburgh,” Cassandra Harris,
The Globe (Point Park University)

“Upside down flier,” Esteban Marenco, Penn State Curley Center   

“Take that!” Sarah McGinnis, Penn State Curley Center   

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Feature Photo
Winner: “A holy ritual returns,” Sebastian Foltz, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists:

“Skim or swim,” Benjamin B. Braun, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

 “Lemonade to kick off the summer,” Morgan Phillips, Butler Eagle

“Dashing through the snow,” Thomas Slusser, Tribune-Democrat

Excellence in Written Journalism, News Feature – Division 4

Winner: “Honoring the dead and the living,” Anna Paige, Carnegie Magazine   

Finalists:
“2 for Seder,” Bob Batz Jr., Mt. Lebanon Magazine   

“Casa San Jose, Beth Marcello, Pittsburgh Quarterly

“Pittsburgh literacy,” Beth Marcello, Pittsburgh Quarterly
Excellence in Written Journalism, News Feature – Division 3
Winner: “Chemical recycling in Appalachia” series, Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News

Finalists:

“Duquesne remembers Hines with ceremony,” Tom Leturgey, Tube City Almanac

“Nippon Steel shareholders,” Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News

“Penn Hills has long been home to a Black middle-class community, but some claim environmental racism is demolishing it — literally,” David S. Rotenstein,
Pittsburgh City Paper

Excellence in Audio Journalism, News Feature 
Winner: “Reporter’s notebook: Covering the attempted assassination of Donald Trump,” Oliver Morrison and Susan Scott Peterson, 90.5 WESA  

Finalists:

 “A Pittsburgh group tackles student chronic absenteeism with grandmas, vans and a lot of love,”

Jillian Forstadt, 90.5 WESA

“A Western Pa. town navigates an uncertain future after its coal plant closes,” Reid Frazier, The Allegheny Front  

“Controversy highlights who gets a voice on Pittsburgh's public art,” Bill O’Driscoll, 90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, News Feature – Division 2

Winner: “On a frigid and fiery night one year ago, a train upended lives in East Palestine,” Steve Mellon, Pittsburgh Union Progress

Finalists:

“Back to the future: Preserving Allegheny River Boulevard,” Ed Blazina, Pittsburgh Union Progress

“The young people of East Palestine, Ohio, reflect on derailment after 16 months: Anxiety, apathy and acceptance,” Abigail Hakas, Pittsburgh Union Progress

“Charleroi immigrant population thrust into limelight,” Paul Paterra and Karen Mansfield,
Observer-Reporter

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, News Feature
Winner: “Jon’s journey,” Kristine Sorensen and Ian Smith, KDKA-TV

Finalists:

“Remembering Vietnam”; Jatara McGee, Chris Kunicki and Georgiann Roman;
WPXI-TV   
“Pitt Men's Study 40th anniversary retrospective”; Elizabeth Speed, John Guinane and Paula Zetter; University of Pittsburgh
“Helen Comperatore exclusive,” staff, WTAE-TV   

Excellence in Written Journalism, News Feature – Division 1

Winner: “Elder abuse,” Angela Couloumbis, Spotlight PA   

   

Finalists:

“Two years into Pittsburgh’s violence prevention program, critics cite flaws in transparency” and
“Does funding football stop violence?” Laura Esposito and Hallie Lauer, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“How a Pennsylvania Turnpike redesign could kill — or save — Breezewood,” Madaleine Rubin, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Family of Upper St. Clair man killed by police alleges ‘excessive force,’” Justin Vellucci,
TribLive

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Photo Essay 

Winner: “Waiting,” John Beale, Pittsburgh Quarterly
Finalists:

“Bishop Zubik visits Allegheny County Jail inmates,” Shane Dunlap, TribLive

“Enjoy Wrestling delivers a piledriver of fashion, queerness and inclusivity,” Mars Johnson, Pittsburgh City Paper
“Norwin girls wrestlers relish special moments,” Kristina Serafini, TribLive

Student Excellence in Written Journalism – Feature
Winner: “Over the barricade,” Nick Stonesifer, Penn State Curley Center   

Finalists:

 “Another day on the job,” Joe Lister, Penn State Curley Center   

“Our summer,” Jack Rachinsky, Penn State Curley Center   

“#EP strong, EP divided,” Samantha Verrelli, Penn State Curley Center   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Traditional Feature – Division 4

Winner: “Creating belonging through art,” Corinne Whiting, Carnegie Magazine   

Finalists:

“Building the stacks,” Merle Jantz, Mt. Lebanon Magazine   

“Pittsburgh Brewing,” Evan Pattak, Pittsburgh Quarterly

“Second graders predict the future,” Rachel Windsor, Mt. Lebanon Magazine

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism – Feature 

Winner: “Trout and tradition: The legacy of Joe Humphreys,” Haley Jacobs, Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Finalists:

“Punxsutawney Phil draws thousands for Groundhog Day 2024,” Justin Ciavolella, Centre County Report (Penn State University)

“Young voters: U.S. and U.K. share similar challenges,” Oliva Dunne, Centre County Report (Penn State University)  

“Local Christmas tree farms prepare for holiday rush,” Yeyya Wane, Centre County Report (Penn State University)  

Excellence in Written Journalism, Traditional Feature – Division 3
Winner: “Market Square business owners worry that revitalization jeopardizes their future,” Roman Hladio, NEXTpittsburgh 

Finalist: “Is Squirrel Hill cut off from Pittsburgh?” Ann Belser, NEXTpittsburgh  
Student Excellence in Audio Journalism – Feature 

Winner: “Forbes Avenue: Pittsburgh graffiti”; Archan Das, Kate Smigie and Riona Duncan; WRCT (Carnegie Mellon University)

Finalists:

 “Forbes Avenue: Entrepreneurship in Pittsburgh,” Archan Das and Riona Duncan, WRCT (Carnegie Mellon University)
“Forbes Avenue: Free speech on campus,” Riona Duncan, WRCT (Carnegie Mellon University)

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Traditional Feature 
Winner: “What it’s like to snowplow Pittsburgh’s narrow, steep streets on a slippy morning,” Kiley Koscinski, 90.5 WESA
Finalists: 
“A school day built around birds gives students many ways into their world,” Kara Holsopple, The Allegheny Front

“Why does Pittsburgh have so many glass block windows?” Jakob Lazzaro, 90.5 WESA

“Central and northern Pennsylvanians react to a cloudy solar eclipse,” Sydney Roach, 

WPSU-FM

Excellence in Written Journalism, Traditional Feature – Division 2
Winner: “Brain cancer survivor to be ordained as priest,” Dan Irwin, New Castle News   

Finalists: 

“Going for gold: Student competes in ‘major league’ of marching band,” Mike Crowley, Meadville Tribune   

“Reemergence of 206-year-old Great Crossings Bridge draws thousands to Yough Lake,” 

Mike Jones, Observer-Reporter  

“Amtran driver gears up for national competition,” Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror   

Excellence in Broadcast/Video Journalism, Traditional Feature 
Winner: “Humanities Works: Band Together, in concert with those on the spectrum,” 

Rosemary Martinelli and Paul Ruggieri, The Pennsylvania State University and Glass Valley Media, LLC

Finalists:

“History’s heart & ‘sole’ at Fort Ligonier,” Chris DeRose, KDKA-TV   

“Bitty & Beau’s Coffee,” King Jemison, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“North Braddock Scott High School Class of 1949 celebrates 75th reunion,” King Jemison and Josh Ewers, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Excellence in Written Journalism, Traditional Feature – Division 1
Winner: “Mark can’t talk independently, but co-wrote — and stars in — a new opera,” 

Bill Zlatos, PublicSource  

Finalists:
“Divine beauty,” Laura Malt Schneiderman, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“After 206 days in four hospitals, baby Dominic makes it home to Upper St. Clair,” 

Anya Sostek, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“All aboard for self-advocacy: Group helps people with disabilities grow confidence in their talents,” Bill Zlatos, PublicSource
Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Personality Profile Photo 

Winner: “Olivia Durant photographed through reflections at the Beechview branch of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Thursday, July 25, 2024,” Stephanie Strasburg, PublicSource

Finalists:

 “A woman’s job,” John Beale, NEXTpittsburgh
“It’s a hard cider life,” Lucy Schaly, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“ ‘Sell the team, Bob!’ Meet the yinzer behind the fight to oust Pittsburgh Pirates owner,” Kalliyan Winder, Next Generation Newsroom

Student Excellence in Written Journalism – Profile
Winner: “The heart of the valley,” Emma Kelly, Penn State Curley Center   

Finalists:

“From injury to rookie of the year: The TJ Malone story,” Adrianna Galluci, Penn State Curley Center

“Clark Chilson: Teaching Zen,” Brian Sherry, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)

“The legendary career of Pittsburgh broadcaster Bill Hillgrove,” Carlin Whalen, Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Profile – Division 4

Winner: “My oldest brother,” Douglas Heuck, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Finalists:

“The patron saint of produce,” Kristy Graver, Pittsburgh Magazine   

“Andrew McCutchen: Pittsburgher of the Year,” Cristina Rouvalis, Pittsburgh Magazine

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism – Profile 

Winner: “After 50 years behind bars, man helps transform lives through education,” 

Caroline Quick, Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Excellence in Written Journalism, Profile – Division 3
Winner: “Blind painter finds his way with partnership and creation,” Adam Reinherz, Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle

Finalist: “TikToker Joe Long’s mind has swirled with addiction and psychosis, but now, there’s 

‘Don and Deb,’” Kate Oczypok, Pittsburgh City Paper 
Excellence in Audio Journalism, Profile 
Winner: “Pittsburgh environmental activist’s ‘Sustainability Salons’ foster community,” 

Lauren Myers, The Allegheny Front

Finalists:

“On the long road with Woody, Pittsburgh Regional Transit’s oldest bus driver,” 

Julia Fraser, 90.5 WESA

“Why do bad cops get their jobs back in Pittsburgh?” Megan Harris, Mallory Falk 

and Sophia Lo; City Cast Pittsburgh
“A Pennsylvania resident impacted by the Norfolk Southern derailment pushes for answers,” Kara Holsopple, The Allegheny Front

Excellence in Written Journalism, Profile – Division 2
Winner: “Peering into the darkness, blogger finds the abandoned and vulnerable,” Steve Mellon,

Pittsburgh Union Progress   

Finalists:

 “Man on a mission: Shields spends days spreading cheer throughout community with a smile and a wave,” Matt Churella, Altoona Mirror   

“Emergency responders remember one of their own,” Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror   

“Meet the 2 brothers who have maintained Butler’s North Side Cemetery for decades,” 

Eddie Trizzino, Butler Eagle

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Profile
Winner: “Celebrating David Johnson”; Cyndy McGrath, Lisa Sylvester, Ryan Minutello 

and Christopher Kunicki; WPXI-TV

Excellence in Written Journalism, Profile – Division 1
Winner: “Mark can’t talk independently, but co-wrote — and stars in — a new opera,” 

Bill Zlatos, PublicSource   

Finalists:

“Meet the winemaker behind the samples served at Penn Mac during the holiday season,” Gretchen McKay, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

“Environmental activist Patty Ameno, who tirelessly fought for her Apollo community, has died at 72,” Mary Ann Thomas, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

“ ‘The power of God’ inspired heroic deacon to tackle a gunman at his North Braddock church,” Mary Ann Thomas, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Documentary 
Winner: “Chronicle: The legacy of Flight 427,” staff, WTAE-TV

Finalist: “Hidden dangers: Silica dust levels in coal mines were concealed for years,” Benjamin B. Braun, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Excellence in Written Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government – Division 4
Winner: “Casa San Jose,” Beth Marcello, Pittsburgh Quarterly

Finalists:

“The U.S. Steel/Nippon Steel debacle,” Douglas Heuck, Pittsburgh Quarterly

“The voyage of a year,” Douglas Heuck, Pittsburgh Quarterly

“Paving the way,” Rachel Windsor, Mt. Lebanon Magazine

Excellence in Written Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government – Division 3
Winner: “Many of Allegheny County’s historical records are slowly rotting away,” 

David Rotenstein, NEXTpittsburgh 

Finalists:

Coverage of a proposed rule to loosen restrictions for problem bettors, Abigail Hakas,   

Next Generation Newsroom

“Solving the math problem,” Tim Schooley, Pittsburgh Business Times   

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government
Winner: “Pittsburgh is considering closing more than a dozen schools. Can they become 

affordable housing?” Kate Giammarise and Jillian Forstadt, 90.5 WESA

Finalists:

“Does Allegheny County really need a tax increase?” Megan Harris, Mallory Falk 

and Sophia Lo; City Cast Pittsburgh

“How Allegheny County ‘cures’ a ballot”; Megan Harris, Mallory Falk and Sophia Lo; City Cast Pittsburgh   

“Pittsburgh developer seeks forgiveness, not permission, from zoning board – gets neither,” 

Oliver Morrison, 90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government – Division 2

Winner: “A mom’s tale: More than 12 years of lobbying leads to Pennsylvania law banning drivers from using a hand-held cellphone,” Ed Blazina, Pittsburgh Union Progress   

Finalists:

“Bye-bye biomass: Crawford Central pulls plug on energy initiative,” Mike Crowley, 

Meadville Tribune

“Dispel those rumors: Jefferson Hills couple recount meeting Harris and Walz at Moon campaign bus tour,” Helen Fallon, Pittsburgh Union Progress

“Critical Pa. swing county remains in limbo as Election Day nears,” Chloe Forbes, 

Meadville Tribune   

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government 
Winner: “Elections 101”; Kate Huangpu, Katie Meyer and Mitch Blacher; Spotlight PA

Finalists:

“Charleroi thrust into national spotlight after Donald Trump’s comments,” King Jemison and Jordan Anderson, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“4 the Record,” staff, WTAE-TV   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Public Affairs/Politics/Government – Division 1
Winner: “Push to cut 10s of thousands from Allegheny County voter rolls feeds fears,” 

Charlie Wolfson of PublicSource and Julia Zenkevich, of 90.5 WESA 

Finalists:

“Vetting Shapiro”; Angela Couloumbis, Stephen Caruso and Katie Meyer; Spotlight PA

“Opioid settlement money,” Ed Mahon and Danielle Ohl of Spotlight PA, with 90.5 WESA and KFF Health News

“Strict Pa. law would curb any payout by Pittsburgh to Fern Hollow victims even if city is liable,” Paula Reed Ward, TribLive
Excellence in Written Journalism, Education – Division 4
Winner: “Teachable moment,” April Johnston, Pitt Magazine

Finalist: “Literacy Pittsburgh,” Beth Marcello, Pittsburgh Quarterly

Excellence in Written Journalism, Education – Division 3
Winner: “Pittsburgh looks to close schools,” Ann Belser, Print

Finalists:

“School guide: New district takes top spot,” Ethan Lott, Pittsburgh Business Times

“After Oct. 7, antisemitism in high schools more subtle, less overt,” David Rullo, 

Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle   

“Jewish students at Pitt’s School of Medicine face anti-Israel, antisemitic rhetoric,” David Rullo,
Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle
Excellence in Audio Journalism, Education 
Winner: “PPS: The path forward” series, Jillian Forstadt of 90.5 WESA and Lajja Mistry of PublicSource
Finalists: 

“A Pittsburgh group tackles student chronic absenteeism with grandmas, vans and a lot of love”

Jillian Forstadt, 90.5 WESA

“Pittsburgh King pre-K” series, Susan Scott Peterson, 90.5 WESA 

Excellence in Written Journalism, Education – Division 2
Winner: “Spring Cove School District,” Rachel Foor, Altoona Mirror   

Finalists:

 “No gray area for mandated reporters: Chestnut Ridge incident turns spotlight on state law 

for reporting abuse,” Matt Churella, Altoona Mirror

“ ‘Much ado,’ but few books removed: One year after PENNCREST library policy changes,” Mike Crowley, Meadville Tribune 
Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Education 
Winner: “Teachers under attack,” Jatara McGee and Ryan Minutello, WPXI-TV 

Finalist: “Humanities Works: Band Together, in concert with those on the spectrum,” Rosemary Martinelli and Paul Ruggieri, The Pennsylvania State University and Glass Valley Media, LLC   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Education – Division 1
Winner: “PPS’ path forward: Investigating the development and implications of Pittsburgh Public Schools’ plans to reshape the district,” Lajja Mistry of PublicSource and Jillian Forstadt of 90.5 WESA

Finalists:

“Penn State,” Wyatt Massey and Charlotte Keith, Spotlight PA   

“School Vouchers”; Katie Meyer, Stephen Caruso and Angela Couloumbis; Spotlight PA   

“Despite rising salaries, there’s a shortage of qualified superintendents. Politicized school boards and COVID fallout have contributed,” Megan Swift, TribLive   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer – Division 4

Winner: “Traveling for tokes,” Grant Segall, Pittsburgh Magazine   

Finalists:

“Job potential,” Julia Fraser, The Heinz Endowments (h magazine)   

“Rooftop renaissance: Pittsburgh looks up to a future with new views from elevated spaces,” Mark Houser, Pittsburgh Magazine

“Pittsburgh Brewing,” Evan Pattak, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer – Division 3
Winner: “U.S. Steel-Nippon Steel acquisition,” Paul J. Gough, Pittsburgh Business Times   

Finalists:

“Catching up with Tom Friday’s new owners,” Sean Ray, The Northside Chronicle   

“NAR settlement fallout continues,” Tim Schooley and Ethan Lott, Pittsburgh Business Times   

“Boldly going to the Duquesne Club and Rivers Club, where few but rich white men had once gone before,” Rachel Wilkinson, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer
Winner: “Future of trucking” series, Julia Fraser, 90.5 WESA 

Finalists:
“Is climate change to blame for the high cost of potato chips? We crunched the numbers,” Julie Grant, The Allegheny Front 
“Should the federal government support a massive recycling plant in Erie that will make plastics for steelmaking?” Julie Grant, The Allegheny Front

“Worried about gas stoves? State College induction cooking class explores an alternative,” 

Emily Reddy, WPSU-FM   

   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer – Division 2
Winner: “Economic impact of PSU football felt,” Conner Goetz, Altoona Mirror
Finalists:

 “Parking puzzle: Town hall shows meter increases unpopular, other options limited,” 

Mike Crowley, Meadville Tribune   

“Meadville weighs if skill games regulations are a good bet,” Chloe Forbes, Meadville Tribune   

“Shale Revolution: Looking back on 20 years of gas drilling,” staff, Observer-Reporter   

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer
Winner: “Biomedical 3D printing”; Gina Catanzarite, Zak Boyle, Tom Fisher and Tonia Caruso;
UPMC Physician Journal

Finalist: “Inside a Western Pennsylvania chip manufacturer,” King Jemison and Evan 
Robinson-Johnson, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Business/Technology/Consumer – Division 1
Winner: “Inside the raging battle”; Michael D. Sallah, Michael Korsh, Evan Robinson-Johnson and Madaleine Rubin; Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists:
“The Shell plant,” Anya Litvak, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

U.S. Steel package; Evan Robinson-Johnson, Michael D. Sallah and Jimmy Cloutier; Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“It seems everything is more expensive than 5 years ago. Here's why,” Jack Troy and Patrick Varine, TribLive
Excellence in Written Journalism, Medical/Health – Division 4
Winner: Mental health series, Rachel Windsor, Mt. Lebanon Magazine   

Finalist: “ ‘We were mother bears’: The women who shaped Western Pennsylvania’s disability 

rights movement,” Tina Calabro and Sierra Green, Western Pennsylvania History Magazine   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Medical/Health – Division 3
Winner: “UPMC executives gave themselves raises and flew in a private jet while slashing jobs 

and raising fees,” Colin Williams, Pittsburgh City Paper

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Medical/Health
Winner: “Ohio derailment reveals gaps in public health response to chemical emergencies,” 
Julie Grant, The Allegheny Front  

Finalist: “PA Supreme Court’s abortion ruling, explained”; Megan Harris, Sophia Lo 

and Marylee Williams; City Cast Pittsburgh

Excellence in Written Journalism, Medical/Health – Division 2
Winner: “20 years on, fracking’s potential impact on health eyed,” Karen Mansfield, 

Observer-Reporter

Finalist: “A miracle everything fell into place,” Michael Boytim, Altoona Mirror

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Medical/Health
Winner: “Talk Pittsburgh: Menopause unfiltered,” Talk Pittsburgh Team, KDKA-TV

Finalists: 

 “The big business of medical marijuana cards,” Ed Mahon and Mitch Blacher, Spotlight PA   

“Pitt Men’s Study 40th anniversary retrospective”; Elizabeth Speed, John Guinane

and Paula Zetter; University of Pittsburgh   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Medical/Health – Division 1
Winner: “Chemical hair straighteners and the impact on Black women’s health,” 

Shaylah Brown, TribLive 

Finalists:
“Understanding the importance of sunscreen in the Black community,” Shaylah Brown,   

TribLive

“Penn State health,” Charlotte Keith and Wyatt Massey, Spotlight PA

“Need Suboxone at the Allegheny County Jail? Get up at 3 a.m.,” Venuri Siriwardane,
PublicSource

Excellence in Written Journalism, Science/Environment — Division 4

Winner: “The dinosaur that changed the world,” Jason Bittel, Carnegie Magazine   

Finalists:

“Jupiter’s moons: Divining the Virginia-Pennsylvania border,” Chris Briem, Western Pennsylvania History Magazine 
“A knotty conversation,” Chris Fleisher, Carnegie Magazine   

“Farm Life,” Daryln Hoffstot, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Science/Environment — Division 3

Winner: “Hydrogen Hub” series; Kristina Marusic, Cami Ferrell and Jimmy Evans; Environmental Health News 

Finalists:

“Industry girds for more power,” Paul J. Gough, Pittsburgh Business Times   

“Chemical recycling in Appalachia” series, Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News   

 “Whatever the weather, NWS Pittsburgh is watching,” Rachel Wilkinson, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Science/Environment
Winner: “East Palestine divided” series, Oliver Morrison, 90.5 WESA

Finalists: 

“At PA Firefly Festival in Forest County, visitors and researchers experience synchronous fireflies,” Anne Danahy, WPSU-FM 

“East Palestine: One year later”; Reid Frazier, Julie Grant, Kara Holsopple and Kathy Knauer;   

The Allegheny Front

“How Pennsylvanians really feel about fracking”; Megan Harris, Mallory Falk and Sophia Lo;   

City Cast Pittsburgh

Excellence in Written Journalism, Science/Environment — Division 2

Winner: “Weed patrol: Checking Pymatuning Reservoir and Conneaut Lake for invasive species,” Mike Crowley, Meadville Tribune

Finalist: “Festival celebrates native plant,” Rachel Foor, Altoona Mirror   

 
Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Science/Environment
Winner: “East Palestine: One year later,” KDKA-TV News Team, KDKA-TV   

Finalists:

“Pittsburgh – Parkinson's hot spot?” Gordon Loesch, Ryan Minutello and Cyndy McGrath;
WPXI-TV

“Riversense: Science driving water equity”; Elizabeth Speed, Patrick Walsh and Paula Zetter;


University of Pittsburgh
“Introducing freshwater mussels to the Kiski and Clarion rivers,” Mary Ann Thomas and Kristen Mohammadi, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Excellence in Written Journalism, Science/Environment — Division 1

Winner: “As fracking turns 20 in Pennsylvania, towns consider new regulations for distance between homes and well pads,” Anya Litvak, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Finalists:
“Pittsburgh addresses environmental challenges,” Julia Burdelski, TribLive   

“Citizen scientists lead the charge in Western Pennsylvania’s spotted lanternfly fight,” 

Melanie Linn Gutowski, PublicSource

“The sinkhole where a Westmoreland County woman died is unusual. But sinkholes themselves are not,” Anya Litvak, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Excellence in Written Journalism, History/Culture — Division 4
Winner: “Honoring the dead and the living,” Anna Paige, Carnegie Magazine  

Finalists:
“The dinosaur that changed the world,” Jason Bittel, Carnegie Magazine 

“Street view,” Ervin Dyer, Pitt Magazine   

“Casa San Jose,” Beth Marcello, Pittsburgh Quarterly 
Student Excellence in Written Journalism – Culture and Entertainment

Winner: “New gallery exhibit in Chatham University’s Woodland Hall explores African art, religion,” Abigail Hakas, Chatham University Communiqué   

Finalists:

 “Ballroom Dance Sport Club continues to step it up,” Melissa Garlock, The Globe (Point Park University)

“Senior debuts one-woman show ‘Smile Sweetie,’” Brynn Rees, The Globe (Point Park University)

Excellence in Written Journalism, History/Culture — Division 3
Winner: “The speakeasy was born in Pittsburgh and is still hiding out a century later,” 

Rachel Wilkinson, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Finalists:

“Reporter’s Notebook: History, memory and responsibility lead to life in Auschwitz,” 

Adam Reinherz, Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle

“The world’s greatest con man was finally caught in Pittsburgh,” David Rotenstein, NEXTpittsburgh

“Andy Warhol wins perpetual fame in his ancestral homeland,” Bill Zlatos, Pittsburgh City Paper

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism – Culture and Entertainment

Winner: “Turkish food: Bringing together countries, cultures and people,” Cameron Lobley,
Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Excellence in Audio Journalism, History/Culture
Winner: “Why does Western Pa. have unusual pronunciations for North Versailles and Mt. Lebanon?” Katie Blackley, 90.5 WESA  

Finalists: 
“How Pittsburgh became the ‘Fireworks Capital of the World,’” Megan Harris and 
Mallory Falk, City Cast Pittsburgh

“How ancestral rivers carved up — and flattened — Pittsburgh,” Jakob Lazzaro, 90.5 WESA

“Book recalls Pittsburgh’s Mal Goode, network TV’s first Black reporter,” Bill O’Driscoll,
90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, History/Culture — Division 2
Winner: “An explosion 97 years ago today wrecked the North Side; shock waves continue to 

Reverberate,” Steve Mellon, Pittsburgh Union Progress
Finalists:   

“Humanitarian frequented region,” Nate Powles, Altoona Mirror

“Pig Lady of Cannelton highlights unique history of Beaver County through folklore,” 

Garret Roberts, Beaver County Times
“Black History Month” special section, Tribune-Democrat staff, Tribune-Democrat   

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, History/Culture
Winner: “Violins of hope: The documentary,” Iris Samson, WQED-TV

Finalists:

“The missing links in Pittsburgh’s Underground Railroad”; Mamie Bah, Ian Smith and Lisa Smith; KDKA-TV   

“What’s in the attic at Hartwood Acres?” Boaz Frankel and Anne Perri Cole, NEXTpittsburgh   

“Humanities Works: Band Together, in concert with those on the spectrum,” Rosemary Martinelli and Paul Ruggieri, The Pennsylvania State University and Glass Valley Media, LLC   

Excellence in Written Journalism, History/Culture — Division 1
Winner: “30 years after the crash of USAir Flight 427, the pain of those left behind refuses to fade,” Megan Guza, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists:

“Built for white people: The hidden racist history of some Pittsburgh neighborhoods,” David Rotenstein, PublicSource   

“Centuries later, the rivers that run through Pittsburgh still keep businesses afloat,” 

Anna Rubenstein, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Last of the witnesses,” Laura Malt Schneiderman, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Excellence in Written Journalism, Arts/Entertainment — Division 4
Winner: “Living artwork,” Nichole Faina, Carnegie Magazine   

Finalists:

“On the charts: From the early days of rock ’n’ roll to the 21st century, Pittsburgh-born artists have rocketed up the Billboard charts,” Sean Collier, Pittsburgh Magazine

“Curate this,” Chris Fleisher, Carnegie Magazine   

“Pop companions,” Justin Hopper, Carnegie Magazine   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Arts/Entertainment — Division 3

Winner: Pittsburgh-centric arts features, Sharon Eberson, onStage Pittsburgh

Finalist: “Pittsburgh loved its disco days, and Thomas Jayson packed the clubs,” 

Rachel Wilkinson, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Arts/Entertainment
Winner: “Controversy highlights who gets a voice on Pittsburgh's public art,” Bill O’Driscoll,

90.5 WESA

Finalist: “Comic stage thriller explores Black life in the Old West,” Bill O’Driscoll, 90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, Arts/Entertainment — Division 2

Winner: “A creative knack: Passion for projects keeps Bellwood father, husband, nurse perpetually busy,” Holly Claycomb, Altoona Mirror   

Finalists:
“Home-grown appeal: Area resident’s film earns accolades,” Matt Churella, Altoona Mirror

“Local musicians headed to Croatia,” David Dye, Sharon Herald   

“Proposed miniseries promises to unearth the true history behind ‘Night of the Living Dead’ 

and George Romero,” Helen Fallon, Pittsburgh Union Progress   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Arts/Entertainment — Division 1

Winner: “From Apollo to Mt. Lebanon to Blawnox to Ligonier, bluegrass has a home in Western Pa.,” Patrick Varine, TribLive 
Finalists:

“August Wilson’s ‘Radio Golf’ explores race, class and gentrification on the Hill,” Gregory Laski, PublicSource   

“How The Flaming Lips battled the pink robots, and won,” Scott Mervis, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
“Move over, bros: The new generation of country guys are making their impact,” Scott Mervis,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Student Excellence in Written Journalism — Criticism
Winner: “Naathan Phan, Hayden Allcorn amaze all in multi-faceted show, ‘The History of Magic: Part 1,’” Ryan Amarantes, Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette   

Finalists:

“ ‘A Quiet Place: Day One’ is an unexpected, pleasant prequel,” Emily Fritz, The Duquesne Duke (Duquesne University)

“Unimpressive Don Toliver's performance, lack of crowd interaction and passion,” Aria Majcher, Penn State Greater Allegheny GA-Zette   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Criticism — Division 4

Winner: Vicky Clark portfolio, Vicky Clark, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Finalist: Stuart Sheppard portfolio, Stuart Sheppard, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Criticism — Division 3

Winner: “New Pittsburgh Music,” Ben Gibbons, Pittsburgh Independent   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Criticism — Division 1

Winner: “Pittsburgh-shot ‘Drive-Away Dolls’ a hysterical half-baked Coen comedy,”

“ ‘American Rust’ season 2 a wild and highly bingeable Pittsburgh crime saga” and
“Titanic drama ‘Unsinkable’ a triumph for Pittsburgh’s film community”; Joshua Axelrod;   

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Finalists: “Restaurant Review: Soju is a lesson in patience,” “The region's best new pizza joint is in a suburban Shop ‘n Save” and “Oak Hill Post soars in an autumn refresh”; Hal B. Klein;
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

TV Talk, Rob Owen, TribLive

“Of course a new(ish) opera about the American dream is sharply pessimistic,” “Philly’s and Pittsburgh’s orchestras play the same music. Who was superior?” and “Violinist Ray Chen plays for millions online but disappoints live with Pittsburgh Symphony”; Jeremy Reynolds;

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Excellence in Written Journalism, Lifestyle — Division 4

Winner: “Best burgers,” Kristy Graver, Pittsburgh Magazine   

Finalists:

“Matchmakers, speed dating and apps: A look at Pittsburgh’s dating scene,” Emily Catalano, Pittsburgh Magazine 

“Remembering ‘Date Night TV,’” Emily Catalano, Pittsburgh Magazine   

“Escape to Erie”; Virginia Linn, Jessica Sinichak, Lauren Davidson and Cristina Rouvalis;
Pittsburgh Magazine

Excellence in Written Journalism, Lifestyle — Division 3

Winner: “A daughter’s promise: 85 days quarantining in a nursing home,” Justin Vellucci,
Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle   

Finalists:

“Visiting all 50 states renewed my faith in our nation,” John Vranesevich, BeaverCountian.com

“A group of Pittsburgh seniors keep the dance party going well into their 70s,” 

Rachel Wilkinson, Pittsburgh City Paper   

 “Andy Warhol wins perpetual fame in his ancestral homeland,” Bill Zlatos, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Lifestyle

Winner: “How to score great deals at Mac.Bid in Pittsburgh”; Megan Harris, Elizabeth Kauma, Sophia Lo and Marylee Williams; City Cast Pittsburgh

Finalists:

“BONUS — Mother’s Memories,” Laura Crago, Butler Eagle
“Home Equity series —  Examining the state of housing in Pittsburgh, why we live where we do, and where the region might be falling short in its goal to be ‘livable for all,’” 90.5 WESA Newsroom Team, 90.5 WESA
“ ‘NU Beauty Bar’ diversifies beauty services in State College,” Niceiry Marizan, WPSU-FM
Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Lifestyle

Winner: “Pittsburgh Today Live,” Team PTL, KDKA-TV   

Finalist: “Visiting the Pittsburgh-area pizza shops Dave Portnoy rated,” King Jemison and 
Hal B. Klein, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Excellence in Written Journalism, Lifestyle — Division 1

Winner: “All aboard for self-advocacy: Group helps people with disabilities grow confidence 

in their talents,” Bill Zlatos, PublicSource

Finalists:

 “Pittsburghers prepare to take on the International Pizza Expo, with camaraderie baked in,” 

Hal B. Klein, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

“Grandma’s cookie jars: Nostalgic trend making a sweet comeback,” JoAnne Klimovich Harrop,
TribLive 

“Mark can't talk independently, but co-wrote – and stars in – a new opera,” Bill Zlatos, PublicSource

Student Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement – Sports Photo

Winner: “Team support,” Aidan Conrad, Penn State Curley Center   

Finalists:

“Flying high,” Alexandra Antoniono, Penn State Curley Center   

“Paralympic hard knocks,” Jackson Ranger, Penn State Curley Center   

“Paralympic victory,” Leighton Smithwick, Penn State Curley Center   

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Sports Photo 
Winner: “An epic moment on the mat,” Mars Johnson, Pittsburgh City Paper

Finalists:  

“Reaching for the catch,” Shane Dunlap, TribLive

“KC celebration,” Tanner Mondok, Sharon Herald

“Puck slips past Jarry,” Chaz Palla, TribLive

Student Excellence in Written Journalism — Sports
Winner: “Historic season ends in teary farewells,” Spencer Thomas, The Duquesne Duke (Duquesne University)

Finalists:

“Pitt Quadball Club brings inclusivity, wizardry to Oakland,” Grace McNally, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)

“Volleyball finishes season with a victory,” Brynn Rees, The Globe (Point Park University)

“The Pitt VolleyBand: The seventh player,” Matthew Scabilloni, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)

Excellence in Written Journalism, Sports — Division 4

Winner: “Girls wrestling growing in Mt. Lebanon,” Adrienne Cahillane, Mt. Lebanon Magazine  
Finalists:
“Lessons from last place,” Douglas Heuck, Pittsburgh Quarterly
“New documentary chronicles wrestler Kurt Angle’s triumphs and trials,” Carrie Moniot, 

Mt. Lebanon Magazine   

“Pittsburgh pines for a baseball team worthy of its stadium,” Brian O’Neill, Pittsburgh Quarterly 
Excellence in Written Journalism, Sports — Division 3

Winner: “O’Korn forges future for female wrestlers at PT,” Eleanor Bailey, The Almanac

Finalists:

“South Fayette’s Schepis defies cancer to play baseball,” Eleanor Bailey, The Almanac   

“Enjoy Wrestling delivers a piledriver of fashion, queerness, and inclusivity, Rachel Wilkinson,
Pittsburgh City Paper 

“A locker room of her own: As MLB evolves, PNC Park gets updates,” Colin Williams,
Pittsburgh City Paper 

Student Excellence in Audio Journalism — Sports
Winner: “Pit to Podium – Discovering the world of motorsports,” Mark Altman and Sam Nichols, WWVU-FM (West Virginia University)

Finalists:
“Are the Steelers contenders?” Amere Keasley and Carter Dunlap, Robert Morris University Student Media 
“PRT Boys – WVU Football losing skid / WVU Basketball is back”; Quinn Robie, Andrew Hartlove, Griffin Harper and Nico Caretto, WWVU-FM  (West Virginia University)

“Mountaineer Sports Insider 12-13-24”; Cam Scott, Luke Blain, Joey Bray and Brian McQuillen; 

WWVU-FM (West Virginia University) 

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Sports
Winner: “Pittsburgh rapper Fedd the God makes his demolition derby debut,” Bill O’Driscoll,   

90.5 WESA

Finalists:

“How did 19,000 Jagr bobbleheads get stolen?” Megan Harris, Mallory Falk, Francesca Dabecco and Sophia Lo; City Cast Pittsburgh
“Documentary explores the life of trans Pittsburgh-based MMA fighter,” Bill O’Driscoll, 

90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, Sports — Division 2

Winner: “Tribune-Democrat All-Area Football Team,” Mike Mastovich, Tribune-Democrat   

Finalists:

“ ‘Frames like that don’t exist in baseball’: At 7 feet, 250 pounds, Knoch sophomore pitcher Zane Pacek might be the biggest baseball player in WPIAL history … and ‘Big Country’ has talent, too,” Brad Everett, Pittsburgh Union Progress   

“ ‘A great living testimony and miracle’: Former South Fayette standout Ava Leroux makes comeback with Elon women’s basketball team almost one year to the day after near fatal vehicle accident,” John Santa, Pittsburgh Union Progress   

“AAHS wins first game without fallen teammate,” Andy Stine, Altoona Mirror   

Student Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism — Sports
Winner: “Centre County is key spot for fastest growing high school sport,” Savannah Wood,

Centre County Report (Penn State University)

Finalists:

 “ ‘The brotherhood’: Rugby club aims to grow the sport in Pennsylvania,” Ryan Eslinger, Centre County Report (Penn State University)  

“After the whistle: October 18, 2024”; Nico Rodriguez, Kennedy Rivers, Evan Pochas and Ryan Sheeley; Centre County Report (Penn State University)  

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Sports
Winner: “Teed up for greatness,” Rich Walsh and Ian Smith, KDKA-TV   

Finalists:

“Pirates fans at the last home game of the year react to another losing season,” King Jemison,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Black and Gold Primetime,” staff, WTAE-TV

Excellence in Written Journalism, Sports — Division 1

Winner: High school sports beat, Chris Harlan, TribLive

Finalists:

“Frankie’s Fairy Tale: 80 years later, the story of Pittsburgh's forgotten All-Star game 

and the Pirates' anonymous All-Star player,” Tim Benz, TribLive

“Once a pariah in NFL circles, legalized betting has become as much a part of Super Bowl 

as the game itself,” Joe Rutter, TribLive

“Rise and grind: A day in the life of one of the WPIAL’s most ambitious athletes,” Mike White,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Student Excellence in Written Journalism — Editorials
Winner: “The Globe’s Point,” The Globe Editorial Staff, The Globe (Point Park University)
Excellence in Written Journalism, Editorials — Division 3

Winner: U.S. Steel-Nippon Steel deal editorials, Jennifer Beahm, Pittsburgh Business Times

Excellence in Written Journalism, Editorials — Division 2

“On the 50th anniversary of his resignation, we can see Nixon as a tragic figure,” “We should welcome Haitians who ‘just want to belong,’” “The federal government may be powerful, but it can’t control the weather”; Brad Hundt; Observer-Reporter   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Editorials — Division 1

Winner: Westmoreland government, Lori Falce, TribLive   

Finalists:

Law and government, Lori Falce, TribLive   

“Allegheny County is quietly gutting services for the severely mentally ill,” “The human cost of Allegheny County’s data-driven mental health care reforms” and “DHS must not make Pittsburgh a mental health laboratory”; Brandon McGinley and Rebecca Spiess; 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

“More fireworks: City continues to use funds set aside for artists on splashy events,” “Casa San Jose groundbreaking opens new era of welcoming in Pittsburgh” and “In Etna, the difference only a library can make”; Adriana E. Ramirez; Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

Student Excellence in Written Journalism — Columns/Blogs
Winner: Student life reflections, Abigail Hakas, Chatham University Communiqué   

Finalists:

“Opinion | Pitt taught me to stand up against injustice, then sent police to beat my classmates,” Livia Daggett, The Pitt News (University of Pittsburgh)

Columns by Eliyahu Gasson, The Duquesne Duke (Duquesne University)

“Lightning Rod: Pittsburgh music scene column,” Arlo Grey MacFarland, Chatham University Communiqué

Excellence in Written Journalism, Columns/Blogs — Division 4

Winner: Heuck portfolio, Douglas Heuck, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Finalists:

“Collier's Weekly”: “Temperatures, meet red tape,” “Where to Find Western Pennsylvania’s strangest monument” and “How we got to Mount Pleasant”; Sean Collier; Pittsburgh Magazine

“PGH Eats”: “Patron saint of produce,” “Grinning ear to ear” and “My dining out wish list”; Kristy Graver; Pittsburgh Magazine  

Sam Hazo portfolio, Sam Hazo, Pittsburgh Quarterly   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Columns/Blogs — Division 3

Winner: “Transit Talk,” Colin Williams, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Finalists:
“KSWA Digest covers the history and people in Pittsburgh's pro wrestling scene,” Thomas Leturgey, KSWA Digest
“Pillow Talk with Jessie Sage,” Jessie Sage, Pittsburgh City Paper   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Columns/Blogs — Division 2
Winner: Eric Poole columns, Sharon Herald

Finalists: 

Michael Boytim columns, Altoona Mirror

Pete Sirianni columns, New Castle News

“Time and age,” “Best of the best” and “Our community”; Marcie Schellhammer; The Bradford Era   

Excellence in Written Journalism, Columns/Blogs — Division 1

Winner: “PPS pretends its money problems are equity problems,” “The BNY Mellon School for 

All Students” and “How Pittsburgh Public’s proposal will drive away more parents”; 

Adriana E. Ramirez; Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

Finalists:

 “This week in Tomlinism — bad look, good recovery,” “When did baseball become a costume party?” and “Did he just say splinker? Splinker!” Gene Collier, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette   

Political perspective, Lori Falce, TribLive   

“Their son was hit by a car. Now an insurance lawyer is trying to shake them down,” “On the morning side of the hill: Little League is returning to Pittsburgh” and “Their adopted son's biological mother tried to kill them. They're terrified she'll try again”; Brandon McGinley;   

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Multiplatform Project 
Winner: The 2024 election, staff, Spotlight PA

Finalists:

“Pittsburgh Tomorrow: The New Americans”; Tracy Certo, Beth Marcello, Aakanksha Agarwal and Bill Zlatos; Pittsburgh Tomorrow

Pittsburgh Dumpling Project, Post-Gazette staff, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Excellence in Journalistic Craft Achievement, Digital Presentation 
Winner: “As problems roiled Penn State Health’s transplant programs, unknowing patients kept hope. Then they were blindsided,” Charlotte Keith and Wyatt Massey, Spotlight PA

Finalists: 
“The other Carnegie Halls: An elegy of blood money, phantoms and restoration,” Laura Malt Schneiderman and Ed Yozwick, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
“A very Pittsburgh mural tour,” Laura Malt Schneiderman and Ed Yozwick,
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“EQT’s gas play: Hollowed out,” Natasha Vicens and Quinn Glabicki, PublicSource

Excellence in Collaboration

Winner: “Pittsburgh Tomorrow: The New Americans”; Tracy Certo, Beth Marcello, Aakanksha Agarwal and Bill Zlatos; Pittsburgh Tomorrow

Finalists:

“Opioid settlement money in Pennsylvania” series; Kate Giammarise and Sarah Boden of 90.5 WESA; Ed Mahon of Spotlight PA

“Hidden dangers: Silica dust levels in coal mines were concealed for years while black lung cases surged”; Michael Korsh of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; Phillip Powell and Yiqing Wang of Medill Investigative Lab

“Pulling back the curtain and challenging rhetoric with facts: PublicSource and 90.5 WESA collaborate to cover the 2024 election”; Charlie Wolfson of PublicSource; Julia Zenkevich and Chris Potter of 90.5 WESA

Excellence in Written Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative — Division 4

Winner: “The New Americans”; Tracy Certo, Jeff Sewald and Beth Marcello; Pittsburgh Quarterly

Excellence in Written Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative — Division 3

Winner: “Chemical recycling in Appalachia” series, Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News   

Finalists: 

“Hydrogen Hub” series; Kristina Marusic, Cami Ferrell and Jimmy Evans; Environmental Health News

“The state of Downtown real estate,” Tim Schooley and Ethan Lott, Pittsburgh Business Times

“Exclusive: County officer warned of seeing man with rangefinder before Trump was shot,”

John Vranesevich, BeaverCountian.com

Excellence in Audio Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative
Winner: “Haitians in Charleroi” series, Oliver Morrison of 90.5 WESA and Eric Jankiewicz of PublicSource
Finalists:

“In Sweden, companies are cleaning up steel production – one of the world’s biggest 

carbon problems,” Reid Frazier, The Allegheny Front   

“Small housing authority files far more evictions than larger Pittsburgh-area agencies,” Kate Giammarise of 90.5 WESA and Eric Jankiewicz of PublicSource
Excellence in Written Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative — Division 2

Winner: “Secret Service flaws enabled Trump assassination attempt”; Eagle staff, Spotlight PA 

and ProPublica; Butler Eagle

Finalists:

“Changing Pathways: Enterprise Series on how Butler County is rebuilding in the wake of a drug 
Epidemic,” Eagle staff, Butler Eagle

 “VA staffer takes complaint to state,” Bill Kibler, Altoona Mirror
“ ‘Wild West’ for skill games,” Dave Sutor, Tribune-Democrat 

Excellence in Video/Broadcast Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative
Winner: “The killer nurse,” Jatara McGee and Ryan Minutello, WPXI-TV   

Finalists:

“Condemned, collapsing, dilapidated and dangerous”; Jatara McGee, Alex Popichak and Chris Kunicki; WPXI-TV

“Exposing railroad bridge inspections,” staff, WTAE-TV

Excellence in Written Journalism, Enterprise/Investigative — Division 1

Winner: “EQT’s gas play,” Quinn Glabicki, PublicSource  





Finalists:

“Amid unusual and ongoing court battle, 2 priests in Steubenville, Ohio, seek custody 
of 2-year-old,” Jacob Geanous, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

“Rocky waters,” Marley Parish, Spotlight PA

“Experts point to slew of errors by Pittsburgh police seen in Jim Rogers Taser video,” 

Paula Reed Ward, TribLive
The following Quill Award winners also received best-of-show awards:

Ed Romano Memorial Award: Photography

“An epic moment on the mat,” Mars Johnson, Pittsburgh City Paper

Ed King Memorial Award: Audio Journalism

“East Palestine divided” series, Oliver Morrison, 90.5 WESA

Marie Torre Memorial Award: Video/Broadcast Journalism

“East Palestine: One year later,” KDKA-TV News Team, KDKA-TV  

Ray Sprigle Memorial Award – Division 4

Mental health series, Rachel Windsor, Mt. Lebanon Magazine   

Ray Sprigle Memorial Award – Division 3

“Chemical recycling in Appalachia” series, Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News

Ray Sprigle Memorial Award – Division 2
“On a frigid and fiery night one year ago, a train upended lives in East Palestine,” Steve Mellon,  

Pittsburgh Union Progress

Ray Sprigle Memorial Award – Division 1
“EQT’s gas play,” Quinn Glabicki, PublicSource  


Also during the awards ceremony, the Press Club honored David Newell, aka Mr. “Speedy Delivery” McFeely on “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,” with its President’s Award, and Duquesne University journalism professor Maggie Jones Patterson with its Service to Journalism Award. 
During the dinner, The Press Club presented Point Park University rising junior Gavin Petrone of New Castle with the 2025 Bob Fryer Memorial Scholarship, and Duquesne University rising junior Naomi Girson of Oakmont with the 2025 Press Club of Western Pennsylvania Scholarship.
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Golden Quill Legacy sponsors are Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield & Allegheny Health Network, and UPMC. Champion sponsors are Duquesne University, The Heinz Endowments, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and Trib Total Media. Headliner sponsor is Point Park University, with additional sponsorship from First Commonwealth Bank.

The Press Club of Western Pennsylvania is a nonprofit organization of journalists and other communications professionals from a 29-county area of Western Pennsylvania. It sponsors forums on current events and educational programs and presents the annual Golden Quill Awards contest and ceremony, recognizing the best of journalism in Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio and Northern West Virginia. Membership in The Press Club includes discounts on fees for programs and Golden Quill entries, and access to The National Press Club in Washington, D.C., and 15 other press clubs around the country.
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